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  Michael O’Khaen 

 

7th Biennial Ocala Outdoor Sculpture Competition – STATEMENT 

 

P. Ruber’s Story, also called Flamingo, is a 9 feet tall public sculpture proposal made of wood, foam, and 

metal, with a fiberglass and resin finish to sustain weather and public traffic. 

I envisioned this competition as an opportunity to craft a striking sculpture, drawing inspiration from 

Phoenicopterus ruber, the beautiful American Flamingo. Through this visually appealing piece, my 

intention is to evoke the story of this iconic bird and to raise public awareness about current biodiversity 

concerns. The model to scale is presented, for a completion of the final artwork no later than October 

2023. 

My creative journey spans from crafting expansive wilderness installations in the early 2000s to engaging 

in sculpture symposiums and participating in artist residencies. These experiences have ingrained in me 

an appreciation for the geographical, cultural, and natural intricacies of each site I work on. My creations 

bridge the realms of figuration and abstraction, forging a tangible connection with both the environment 

and the people it engages. 

Each project is deeply intertwined with its specific location, rendering it entirely unique and 

unrepeatable elsewhere. For this proposal, I've drawn ideas from my personal experience, nearly a 

decade of interacting with wildlife in South Florida. Whether leading art and nature workshops or doing 

outdoor activities, these experiences have shaped my artistic perspective. 

My sculptures predominantly feature wood, combined with other materials such as metal, fiberglass and 

resin, bolstering their durability and longevity. My proficiency with composite materials enables me to 

incorporate natural mediums while effectively addressing structural challenges and weathering 

concerns. 

My goal is to ignite public awareness on wildlife preservation, while proposing a very accessible and 

crowd-pleasing design to a wide audience. 
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                            Employment 

• Self-employed visual artist, 2023 to current 

• School project manager, 2015-2023 

• Private Art teacher, 2015-2019 

• Self-employed public artist, 2009-2014 

• Lecturer: art in public spaces, 2003-2014 

 

        Exhibitions 

• Group: Art Basel Week,  

Basel, Switzerland, 2023 

• Group: Gold Rush,  

Macaya Gallery, Miami, 2015 

• Group: Sculpture Symposium,  

Thyon, Switzerland, 2013 

• Group: Contemporary Art Festival,  

Paris-Plage, France, 2012 

• Solo: Frictions, Maison des Arts,  

Bordeaux, France, 2010 

 

             Education 

• PhD: Visual Arts, Bordeaux III University, France, 2012 

• Landscape Architect Degree, Versailles, France, 2010 

• Master’s degree: Sculpture, Bordeaux, France, 2008 

• Master’s degree: Visual Arts, Bordeaux, France, 2007 

• Bachelor’s degree: Sculpture, Bordeaux, France, 2004 

                                                                 Public Art 

• Street Sculpture, Macaya Gallery, Miami, 2016 

• Between Land and Sea, Cannes, France, 2014 

• D’Ici Eau Az’Art, Les Voivres, France, 2014 

• Art and Nature, Nantes, France, 2013 

• Equinoxe, Tresmeur, France, 2013 

• Festibois, Nogent, France, 2013 

• Forest Art, Tronçais, France, 2012 

• Art Week, Pauillac, France, 2011 

• Land Art, Chaumont, France, 2009 

• Poles, Le Verdon, France, 2003 

 

                                            Skills 

• Land art, site-specific installation 

• Landscape artwork, monumental sculpture 

• Sculpture, carving, moulding, 3D rendering 

• Drawing, nature illustration, graphic design 

• Photography, video, multimedia 

 

       Experience 

• Designing site-specific installations 

• Creating large-scale sculptures 

• Managing collaborative projects  

• Teamworking for cultural events 

• Developing multimedia art practice 

• Teaching visual arts to public 

 

Michael O’Khaen 
       

                           Sculptor 

 

                  Profile 

• Self reliant 

• Versatile skilled 

• Dedicated maker 

• Innovation driven 

• Detail oriented 

• Team player 

• Nature lover 

 

CONTACT 

okhaen@outlook.com

9500 Palm Dr, Miami, FL 33157

Phone: +1 (786) 781-8693

Web: https://okhaen.com

Instagram: @okhaen
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  Michael O’Khaen 

 

Outdoor Sculpture Care Sheet - FLAMINGO 

 

Name: Michael O’Khaen 

 

Email: okhaen@outlook.com 

 

Title of work: P. Ruber’s Story (Flamingo) 

 

Materials of work: Wood, foam, fiberglass, resin, metal 

 

Date: 2023 installed 

 

Dimensions (h x w x d): 9’ x 2’ x 3’ 

 

Weight: 440 lb. 

 

Value of work: $9,500 

 

Maintenance notes:  

This sculpture is made to sustain regular Florida weather without maintenance for at least 5 years, if installed properly in 

a safe environment, and without accidental damages, shocks with foreign objects or other unforeseen circumstances. 

The external coating is made of clear marine grade, 2 component high performance epoxy resin from Total Boat, SKU: 

510821. 

In case of accidental damage of the wooden parts, use glass fibers with marine grade epoxy resin to repair (Total Boat 

resin reference). 

In case of damages to the wings, repair any extensive hole with foam, sand to even the surface, then paint with Rust-

Oleum Painter's Touch Gloss Coral Spray Paint Model# 334052, then recoat with fiberglass and clear epoxy resin. 
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