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CITY OF OCALA, FLORIDA 

AND 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 

 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

FOR THE COLLECTION AND EXPENDITURE OF IMPACT FEES 

(EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES) 
 

 

THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this ___ day of 

__________, 2025, by and between the CITY OF OCALA, FLORIDA, a Florida municipal corporation, 

whose address is 110 S.E. Watula Avenue, Ocala, Florida 34471 (hereinafter CITY), and the BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA, a political subdivision of the State 

of Florida, whose address is 601 S.E. 25th Avenue, Ocala, Florida 34471 (hereinafter COUNTY). 

 

WITNESSETH: 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to its home rule powers and applicable law, including Chapter 163, Florida 

Statutes, on or about May 23, 2025, the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida adopted 

Ordinance No. 2025-17, the “Marion County Fire Rescue Impact Fee Ordinance (hereinafter the 

“Ordinance”) imposing an impact fee for emergency medical services (hereinafter “EMS Impact Fee”) on 

new development within Marion County, Florida, including within the corporate boundaries of the City of 

Ocala, Florida; and 

  

WHEREAS, the effective date of the Ordinance is October 1, 2025; and   

 

WHEREAS, because the CITY provides its own Fire Protection service within its city limits, this 

Agreement relates only to impact fees related to the COUNTY’s provision of EMS service within the city 

limits, and the fee schedule established in §10-340(b) of the Ordinance.  

 

WHEREAS, the Ordinance requires that the EMS Impact Fee be collected at the time that a 

certificate of occupancy is issued by the authority having jurisdiction over the new development and/or 

construction which is subject to the fee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida desires to coordinate 

with the City of Ocala, Florida to provide for the collection of the EMS Impact Fee by the City at the time 

of issuance of a certificate of occupancy for new development within the jurisdiction of the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 163.01, Florida Statutes, known as the “Florida Interlocal Cooperation Act of 

1969,” authorizes local governments to enter into interlocal agreements to cooperatively exercise their 

powers and responsibilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida and the City of Ocala, 

Florida desire to enter into such an interlocal agreement to establish the terms and conditions governing the 
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collection, remittance, accounting, and reporting of the EMS Impact Fees collected by the CITY on behalf 

of the COUNTY; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ocala, Florida and the Board of County Commissioners 
of Marion County, Florida find and determine that entry into this interlocal agreement and the articulation 
of the terms and conditions governing the collection, remittance, accounting, and reporting of the EMS 
Impact Fees collected by the  CITY on behalf of the COUNTY  herein serves a public purpose and furthers 
the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Ocala, Florida and Marion 
County, Florida; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ocala, Florida and the Board of County Commissioners 

of Marion County, Florida find and determine that entry into this interlocal agreement and the articulation 

of the terms and conditions governing the collection, remittance, accounting, and reporting of the EMS 

Impact Fees collected by the CITY on behalf of the COUNTY contained herein are in the best interest of 

the City of Ocala, Florida, Marion County, Florida and their citizens; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and promises herein contained, 

the parties agree as follows: 

 

Section 1. Ratification, Adoption and Incorporation of Recitals. 
 

CITY and COUNTY ratify the above-outlined recitals as true and correct; adopt and incorporate 
them herein as part and parcel of this Agreement. 

 
Section 2. Purpose and Authority for Agreement. 
 

A. This Agreement is entered into for the purpose of outlining the terms and conditions governing 
the collection, remittance, accounting, and reporting of EMS Impact Fees collected by the CITY 
on behalf of COUNTY. 
 

B. This Agreement is entered into pursuant to: 
 

i.  The authority granted by Chapter 163, Florida Statutes; and  
 

ii. The authority and powers of CITY and COUNTY as articulated in Chapter 166, 
Florida Statutes, and Chapter 125, Florida Statutes, respectively; and  
 

iii. Marion County Ordinance No. 2025-17. 
 

iv. Other relevant provisions of Florida law. 
 
Section 3. Collection and Remittance of EMS Impact Fees. 
 

A. Collection of EMS Impact Fees. 

 

CITY agrees to collect the EMS Impact Fee, as established by the Ordinance at the time of 

issuance of a certificate of occupancy for all new development subject to the EMS Impact 

Fee within CITY’s jurisdiction. 



 

Page 3 of 13 
 

B. Amount of EMS Impact Fees to be Collected. 

 

i. CITY shall collect the EMS Impact Fee in the amount(s) set forth in the schedule of 

fees in §10-340(b) of the Ordinance, which is also attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and 

incorporated herein by reference.  

 

ii. CITY and COUNTY understand, acknowledge and agree that COUNTY may, from 

time to time, amend said schedule of fees and: 

 

a. COUNTY shall provide CITY with notice of any amendments to said schedule 

of fees as soon as is practical following adoption of the same; and 

 

b. CITY agrees to collect the EMS Impact Fee as set forth in schedule of fees most 

recently adopted by COUNTY and provided by COUNTY to CITY as required 

herein. 

 

C. Administrative Fee for Collection of EMS Impact Fees. 

 

i. CITY may collect, in addition to the amount of the EMS Impact Fees, an 

administrative fee for the collection of EMS Impact Fees in accordance with this 

agreement. 

 

ii. The amount of the administrative fee retained by CITY shall be based upon the 

actual cost of collection in accordance with Chapter 163, Florida Statutes. 

 

D. Remittance of EMS Impact Fees. 

 

CITY shall remit to COUNTY all EMS Impact Fees collected, less the administrative fee 

outlined above and herein on a monthly basis. 

 

Section 4. Accounting for EMS Impact Fees. 

 

A. Accounting for EMS Impact Fees Collected by City of Ocala, Florida. 

 

COUNTY shall account for all EMS Impact Fees collected within the corporate limits of 

the City of Ocala, Florida separately from other EMS Impact Fees collected elsewhere in 

Marion County, Florida and shall maintain records identifying the amounts collected within 

the City. 

 

B. Quarterly Reporting of EMS Impact Fees. 

 

COUNTY shall provide to CITY on not less than a quarterly (four times per calendar year) 

basis, a copy of the most recent Fire EMS Advisory Board Report that shall include:   

 

i. The total amount of EMS Impact Fees collected within the City during the 

preceding quarter; 
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ii. The cumulative amount of EMS Impact Fees collected within the City to date; 

 

iii. The expenditures made from EMS Impact Fees collected within the City during 

the preceding quarter, including the purpose and location of each expenditure; 

 

iv. With respect to each expenditure reported, COUNTY shall make its best effort 

to identify the manner in which any such expenditure provided a benefit, 

particularly but not necessarily limited to, the benefit of reduced emergency 

medical services response time(s) to CITY; and 

 

v. The balance of unexpended EMS Impact Fees collected within the CITY as of 

the end of the reporting period. 

 

C. Each quarterly report shall be delivered to the CITY no later than thirty (30) days after the 

end of each calendar quarter. 

 

Section 5. Expenditure of EMS Impact Fees. 

 

 The EMS Impact Fees collected by CITY and remitted to COUNTY as outlined above and herein 

shall be expended by COUNTY: 

 

A. In accordance with Chapter 163, Florida Statutes; 

 

B. In accordance with the Ordinance; and 

 

C. So as to ensure that all EMS Impact Fees collected by CITY for new development which is 

subject to the fee are expended in a manner which provides a benefit to said development, 

particularly but not necessarily limited to, the benefit of reduced emergency medical services 

response time(s).  EMS Impact Fees collected within the CITY directly support reduced EMS 

response times by funding strategic resource placement, advanced life support equipment.  

Benefits include improved patient outcomes, increased survivability for critical emergencies 

(cardiac arrests, strokes and trauma), enhanced community resilience, and alignment with 

national response time performance standards.  

 

Section 6.  Term of Agreement. 

 

This Agreement shall take effect as outlined in Section 30. below and herein and shall remain in full 

force and effect until terminated by either party as provided for in Section 7. below and herein. 

 

Section 7. Termination of Agreement. 

 

A. Either CITY or COUNTY may, at its discretion, with or without cause, including at and for its 

convenience, terminate this Agreement upon the provision of one hundred and eighty (180) 

days written notice to the other party. 
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B. In the event of termination, CITY shall, as soon as is practical, remit to COUNTY all EMS 

Impact Fees collected but not yet remitted as of the date of termination, and COUNTY shall 

continue to provide CITY with the reports described in Section 4 of this Agreement regarding 

any unexpended EMS Impact Fees previously collected by CITY until such time as said funds 

are fully expended. 

 

Section 8. Filing of Agreement. 

 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 163.01(11), Florida Statutes, this Agreement shall be 

filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Marion County, Florida, or recorded in the Official Records of 

Marion County, Florida. 

 

Section 9. Notices to Parties. 

 

A. All notices, certifications or communications required by this Agreement shall be given in writing 

and shall be deemed delivered when personally served, or when received if by facsimile 

transmission with a confirming copy mailed by registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, 

return receipt requested.  

 

B. Notices can be concurrently delivered by e-mail.  

 

C. All notices shall be addressed to the respective parties as follows: 

 

If to CITY: 

 

City of Ocala, Florida 
Attention: City Manager 
110 S.E. Watula Avenue 
Ocala, Florida 34471 

 
With copies to: 

 
Contracting Officer 

      City of Ocala 
110 SE Watula Avenue, 3rd Floor 
Ocala, Florida 34471 
Telephone  352-629-8343 
Electronic Mail  notices@ocalafl.gov 

 
and 

 
City Attorney 
City of Ocala 
110 SE Watula Avenue 
Ocala, Florida 34471 
Telephone  352-401-3972 
Electronic Mail  cityattorney@ocalafl.gov 
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If to COUNTY: 

 

   Marion County Administration 
   601 SE 25th Avenue 
   Ocala, Florida 34471 
   Telephone:  352-438-2330 
    
    With a copy to: 
 
    County Attorney 
    601 SE 25th Avenue 
    Ocala, Florida 34471 
    Telephone:   352-438-2330  
    Electronic Mail : matthew.minter@marionfl.org 
 

Section 10. Compliance with Applicable Laws and Regulations. 

 

With respect to its consideration and adoption of the Ordinance and its collection administration 

and expenditure of EMS Impact Fees, COUNTY represents and certifies to CITY that COUNTY has and 

shall continue to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and ordinances, 

specifically including those established by Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to impact fees. 

 

Section 11. Waiver of Liability by the Parties 

 

CITY and COUNTY, on behalf of themselves, their elected officials, administrators, employees, 

volunteers, and agents, and/or representatives, hereby waive and release any and all claims or rights that 

they have, had, has or will have against each other and their elected and appointed officials, employees, 

agents, volunteers, and representatives, together with their heirs, representatives, successors, executors, 

administrators and assigns, for any and all injuries and any other kind of damages arising out of or suffered 

in connection with this Agreement.  

  

Section 12. Indemnification by the Parties. 

 

A. Subject to the limitations outlined in Section 768.28, Florida Statutes, COUNTY agrees to 
indemnify, hold harmless, and defend CITY, and its elected and appointed officials, employees, 
agents, volunteers, and representatives, together with CITY’s heirs, representatives, successors, 
executors, administrators and assigns, from and against any and all suits and actions including 
attorney fees and all costs of litigation and judgments, claims for damages or injuries of whatever 
kind or character, whether real, personal or mixed, arising out of, resulting from, or occurring in 
connection with  this Agreement and arising out of the sole negligence, recklessness, or 
intentional act or omission of COUNTY. 
 

B. Subject to the limitations outlined in Section 768.28, Florida Statutes, CITY agrees to indemnify, 
hold harmless, and defend COUNTY, and its elected and appointed officials, employees, agents, 
volunteers, and representatives, together with COUNTY’s heirs, representatives, successors, 
executors, administrators and assigns, from and against any and all suits and actions including 
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attorney fees and all costs of litigation and judgments, claims for damages or injuries of whatever 
kind or character, whether real, personal or mixed, arising out of, resulting from, or occurring in 
connection with  this Agreement and arising out of the sole negligence, recklessness, or 
intentional act or omission of CITY. 

 
C. CITY and COUNTY understand, acknowledge and agree that there is a possibility for litigation 

challenging the validity of the EMS Impact Fee, by virtue of compliance with the requirements 
of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, including but not necessarily limited to the methodology utilized 
in the development and imposition of the EMS Impact Fee, the procedure for the 
implementation of the EMS Impact Fee or the expenditure of funds collected from the EMS 
Impact Fee. 
 

D. COUNTY agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend CITY from all claims, suits and 
actions, including all costs of the litigation, attorneys’ fees and any judgment(s) against CITY for 
the same, arising from said litigation challenging the validity of the EMS Impact Fee as imposed 
by COUNTY through the Ordinance, where CITY becomes involved pursuant to the collection 
of the EMS Impact Fee as outlined above and herein. 

 
E. Nothing in this section shall be construed to constitute an agreement for CITY or COUNTY 

to indemnify and hold harmless the other for that party’s own negligent, willful, or intentional 
acts or omissions.  

 
Section 13. No Waiver of Sovereign Immunity. 
 

A. Nothing contained herein is intended to waive sovereign immunity by the CITY or COUNTY 
to which sovereign immunity may be applicable, or of any rights or limits of liability existing 
under Section 768.28, Florida Statutes. 
 

B. This provision shall survive the termination of all performance or obligations under this 
Agreement and shall be fully binding until any proceeding brought under this Agreement is 
barred by any applicable statute of limitations. 

 

Section 14. Provision for Public Records. 

 

CITY and COUNTY shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Florida Public Records Act, 

Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. Specifically, they shall: 

 

A. Keep and maintain public records required by the public agency to perform the service. 

 

B. Upon request from either public agency’s custodian of public records, provide the public 

agency with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be inspected or copied 

within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in Chapter 119, 

Florida Statutes, or as otherwise provided by law. 

 

C. Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records 

disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as authorized by law for the duration of the 

contract term and following completion of the contract if they do not transfer the records 

to the public agency. 
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D. Upon completion of the contract, transfer, at no cost, to the public agency all public records 

in their possession or keep and maintain public records required by the public agency to 

perform the service. If either party transfers all public records to the public agency upon 

completion of the contract, they shall destroy any duplicate public records that are exempt 

or confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements. If either party 

keeps and maintains public records upon completion of the contract, they shall meet all 

applicable requirements for retaining public records. All records stored electronically must 

be provided to the public agency, upon request from the public agency’s custodian of public 

records, in a format that is compatible with the information technology systems of the public 

agency. 

 

E. Any party who fails to provide public records to the other within a reasonable time may be 

subject to penalties under section 119.10, Florida Statutes. 

 

IF CITY AND/OR COUNTY HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF 

CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO THEIR DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS 

RELATING TO THIS AGREEMENT, CONTACT THE CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT:  

 

 CITY OF OCALA, FLORIDA 

 110 S.E. WATULA AVENUE, OCALA, FLORIDA 34471 

 TELEPHONE: 352-629-8266 

 E-MAIL: clerk@ocalafl.gov 

 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 601 SE 25th AVENUE, OCALA, FLORIDA 34471 

 TELEPHONE: 352-438-2330 

 E-MAIL: James.Blevins@Marionfl.org    

 

Section 15. Amendment(s) to Agreement. 
 

Any amendments to this Agreement must be made in writing and signed by both parties. 
 

Section 16.  Entirety of Agreement. 
 

A. This Agreement, including exhibits, (if any) constitutes the entire agreement between the 

parties hereto with respect to the subject matter hereof and there are no other 

representations, warranties, promises, agreements or understandings, oral, written or 

implied, among the Parties, except to the extent reference is made thereto herein. 

 

B. No course of prior dealings between the parties and no usage of trade shall be relevant or 

admissible to supplement, explain, or vary any of the terms of this Agreement. 

 

C. No representations, understandings, or agreements have been made or relied upon in the 

making of this Agreement other than those specifically set forth herein. 

 

mailto:James.Blevins@Marionfl.org
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Section 17. Wavier of Agreement Provisions. 
 

A. The failure or delay of any party at any time to require performance by another party of any 
provision of this Agreement, even if known, shall not affect the right of such party to require 
performance of that provision or to exercise any right, power or remedy hereunder. 
 

B. Any waiver by any party of any breach of any provision of this Agreement should not be 
construed as a waiver of any continuing or succeeding breach of such provision, a waiver of the 
provision itself, or a waiver of any right, power or remedy under this Agreement. 
 

C. No notice to or demand on any party in any circumstance shall, of itself, entitle such party to 
any other or further notice or demand in similar or other circumstances. 

 
 
Section 18. Severability of Agreement Provisions. 
 

Wherever possible, each provision of this Agreement shall be interpreted in such a manner as to be 
effective and valid under the applicable law and, should any portion of this Agreement be declared invalid 
for any reason, such declaration shall have no effect upon the remaining portions hereof. 

 
Section 19. Mutuality of Negotiation. 

 

CITY and COUNTY understand, acknowledge and agree that this Agreement is a result of 

negotiations between CITY and COUNTY, and the Agreement shall not be construed in favor of, or 

against, either party because of that party having been more involved in the drafting of the same. 

 

Section 20. Rights of Third Parties. 

 

A. Nothing in this Agreement, whether express or implied, is intended to confer any rights or 

remedies under or because of this Agreement on any persons other than the parties hereto and 

their respective legal representatives, successors and permitted assigns. 

 

B. Nothing in this Agreement is intended to relieve or discharge the obligation or liability of any 

third persons to any party to this Agreement, nor shall any provision give any third persons any 

right of subrogation or action over or against any party to this Agreement.  

 
Section 21. Governing Law for Agreement. 

 

This Agreement is and shall be deemed to be a contract entered and made pursuant to the laws of 

the State of Florida and shall in all respects be governed, construed, applied and enforced in accordance 

with the laws of the State of Florida. 

 

Section 22. Jurisdiction and Venue for Proceedings. 

 

A. The parties acknowledge that a majority of the negotiations, anticipated performance and 

execution of this Agreement occurred or shall occur in Marion County, Florida and any civil 

action or legal proceeding arising out of or relating to this Agreement shall be brought only in 
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the courts of record of the State of Florida in Marion County or the United States District Court, 

Middle District of Florida, Ocala Division. 

 

B. Each party consents to the exclusive jurisdiction of such court in any such civil action or legal 

proceeding and waives any objection to the laying of venue of any such civil action or legal 

proceeding in such court and/or the right to bring an action or proceeding in any other court. 

Service of any court paper may be effected on such party by mail, as provided in this Agreement, 

or in such other manner as may be provided under applicable laws, rules of procedures or local 

rules. 

 

Section 23. Waiver of Trial by Jury. 

 

IN ANY CIVIL ACTION, COUNTERCLAIM, OR PROCEEDING, WHETHER AT LAW OR IN 

EQUITY, WHICH ARISES OUT OF, CONCERNS, OR RELATES TO THIS AGREEMENT, ANY 

AND ALL TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED HEREUNDER, THE PERFORMANCE HEREOF, 

OR THE RELATIONSHIP CREATED HEREBY, WHETHER SOUNDING IN CONTRACT, TORT, 

STRICT LIABILITY, OR OTHERWISE, TRIAL SHALL BE TO A COURT OF COMPETENT 

JURISDICTION AND NOT TO A JURY. EACH PARTY HEREBY IRREVOCABLY WAIVES ANY 

RIGHT IT MAY HAVE TO A TRIAL BY JURY. NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE OR RELIED UPON 

ANY ORAL REPRESENTATIONS TO OR BY ANY OTHER PARTY REGARDING THE 

ENFORCEABILITY OF THIS PROVISION. EACH PARTY HAS READ AND UNDERSTANDS 

THE EFFECT OF THIS JURY WAIVER PROVISION. 

 

Section 24. Recovery of Attorneys’ Fees. 

 

If any civil action, arbitration or other legal proceeding is brought for the enforcement of this 

Agreement or because of an alleged dispute, breach, default or misrepresentation in connection with any 

provision of this Agreement, the successful or prevailing party shall be entitled to recover reasonable 

attorneys' fees, sales and use taxes, court costs and all expenses reasonably (including, without limitation, all 

such fees, taxes, costs and expenses incident to arbitration, appellate, and post-judgment proceedings), 

incurred in that civil action, arbitration or legal proceeding, in addition to any other relief to which such 

party or parties may be entitled. Attorneys' fees shall include, without limitation, paralegal fees, investigative 

fees, administrative costs, and all other charges reasonably billed by the attorney to the prevailing party. 

 

Section 25. Reference to Parties. 

 

Each reference herein to the parties shall be deemed to include their successors, assigns, heirs, 

administrators, and legal representatives, all whom shall be bound by the provisions hereof. 

 

Section 26. Section Headings in Agreement. 

 

The section headings herein are included for convenience only and shall not be deemed to be a part 

of this Agreement. 
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Section 27. Execution in Counterparts. 

 

 This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be considered to be an original 

and all of which shall constitute the same instrument. 

 

Section 28. Execution by Electronic Signature. 

 

A. CITY and COUNTY, if and by offering an electronic signature in any form whatsoever, will 

accept and agree to be bound by said electronic signature to all terms and conditions of this 

Second Amendment.  

 

B. A duplicate or copy of this Agreement that contains a duplicated or non-original signature will 

be treated the same as an original, signed copy of this original Agreement for all purposes. 

 

Section 29. Legal Authority to Execute Agreement. 

 

Each person signing on behalf of either party individually warrants that they have full legal power 

to execute this Agreement on behalf of the party for whom he or she is signing, and to bind and obligate 

such party with respect to all provisions contained herein. 

 

Section 30. Effective Date of Agreement. 

 

 This Agreement shall be effective upon execution by both CITY and COUNTY and the filing of 

this Agreement with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Marion County, Florida. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed and set their seals and executed this interlocal 

agreement this _______ day of ________________________ 2025. 

 

     CITY OF OCALA, FLORIDA, 

a Florida municipal corporation, 

 

 

 

     _______________________________________________ 

     By: KRISTEN M. DREYER, as City Council President 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

WITNESS 1 (signature) 

 

 

______________________________________ 

WITNESS 1 (printed name and address) 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

WITNESS 2 (signature) 

 

 

______________________________________ 

WITNESS 2 (printed name and address) 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

By: ANGEL JACOBS, as 

 City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: WILLIAM E. SEXTON, as City Attorney 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed and set their seals and executed this interlocal 

agreement this _______ day of ________________________ 2025. 

 

     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

a political subdivision of the State of Florida, 

 

 

 

     __________________________________________ 

     By: KATHY BRYANT, as its Chairwoman 

  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: GREGORY C. HARRELL, as 

 Clerk of the Court and Comptroller and Clerk to the Board 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: MATTHEW GUY MINTER, as 

County Attorney 

 



CITY OF OCALA, FLORIDA 

AND 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 

 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

FOR THE COLLECTION AND EXPENDITURE OF IMPACT FEES 

(EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES) 
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Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida Ordinance 2025-17 



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-~ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIOINERS OF 
MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA, REGARDING FIRE RESCUE IMPACT FEES; 
CREATING DIVISION 3, ARTICLE XI OF CHAPTER 10 OF THE MARION 
COUNTY CODE RELATING TO FIRE RESCUE IMPACT FEES; ADOPTING A 
NEW SECTION 10-335 OF THE MARION COUNTY CODE ON FINDINGS, A 
NEW SECTION 10-336 ON DEFINITIONS APPLICABLE TO FIRE RESCUE 
IMPACT FEES, A NEW SECTION 10-337 ON COMPUTATION OF AMOUNT 
OF FEES, A NEW SECTION 10-338 ON DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTION 
CREDITS, A NEW SECTION 10-339 ON USE OF FUNDS, A NEW SECTION 
10-340 ON FIRE RESCUE IMPACT FEE SCHEDULE; AMENDING SECTION 
10-282 OF THE MARION COUNTY CODE ON ADOPTION OF IMPACT FEE 
TECHNICAL STUDIES; DIRECTING THE PROVISION OF NOTICE OF 
IMPACT FEE RATES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, 
LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION, AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF THE FIRE RESCUE IMPACT FEE ORDINANCE. 

The Board of County Commissioners hereby enacts and adopts the Fire Rescue 

Impact Fee Ordinance, to be codified as Division 3, Article XI of Chapter 10 of the 

Marion County Code of Ordinances, which shall read as follows: 

DIVISION 3. - FIRE RESCUE IMPACT FEES 

Sec. 10-335. - Findings. It is hereby ascertained, determined, and declared: 

(1) Development necessitated by the growth contemplated in the Marion 
County Comprehensive Plan and the Technical Study for Fire Rescue Impact 
Fees will require Infrastructure improvements to the Fire Rescue System to 
accommodate the new development generated by such growth and maintain 
the standards of service provided by the Fire Rescue System. 

(2) The County operates both a Fire Protection System and an EMS System 
that together deliver consolidated fire protection and EMS rescue services 
through cross-trained personnel and some dual-use capital equipment and 
capital facilities that together form the County's Fire Rescue System. 
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(3) Future growth, as represented by Impact Generating Land Development 
Activity, should contribute to the cost of Infrastructure improvements to the Fire 
Rescue System required to accommodate the impacts generated by such 
growth as contemplated in the comprehensive plan. 

(4) The required Infrastructure improvements to the Fire Rescue System 
needed to accommodate existing development shall be financed by revenue 
sources of the county other than Fire Rescue Impact Fees. The required 
Infrastructure improvements to the Fire Rescue System needed to eliminate any 
deficiencies shall be financed by revenues other than Fire Rescue Impact Fees. 

(5) Implementation of the Fire Rescue Impact Fees to require Impact 
Generating Land Development Activity within the County to contribute its fair 
share to the cost of required Infrastructure is an integral and vital element of the 
regulatory plan of growth management of the County. 

(6) There is a rational nexus between future growth, as measured by Impact 
Generating Land Development Activity, and the need to expand the Fire Rescue 
System through the acquisition and construction of new Buildings, apparatus, 
equipment, and other Infrastructure in order to maintain the standards of service 
currently provided by the Fire Rescue System. The Fire Rescue Impact Fees 
adopted herein for each Impact Fee Land Use Category are proportional to the 
impact expected to be generated by Impact Generating Land Development 
Activity. 

(7) Because the County is the sole provider of emergency medical services 
within the County, the EMS System benefits all residents of the County; 
therefore, the EMS Impact Fee shall be imposed in all unincorporated areas of 
the County and within all municipal areas for so long as they participate in the 
EMS System. 

(8) Because the County is the primary provider of fire protection services 
within the unincorporated area of the County and within the cities of Belleview, 
Dunnellon, Reddick, and McIntosh, the Fire Protection System benefits all 
residents of those areas; therefore, the Fire Protection Impact Fee shall be 
imposed in all unincorporated areas of the County and within the incorporated 
areas of Belleview, Dunnellon, Reddick, and McIntosh. 

(9) The Board expressly finds that the Infrastructure improvements and 
additions to the Fire Rescue System provide a benefit to all Impact Generating 
Land Development Activity within the County that is in excess of the actual Fire 
Rescue Impact Fees and the collection of Fire Rescue Impact Fees is an 
important source of funding for the County capital improvement plan. The Board 
has determined that ad valorem tax revenue and other revenues will not be 
sufficient to provide the Infrastructure improvements to the Fire Rescue System 

2 



that are necessary to accommodate Impact Generating Land Development 
Activity within the County. 

(10) The purpose of this Ordinance is to require payment of Fire Rescue 
Impact Fees by those who engage in Impact Generating Land Development 
Activity to provide for the cost of Infrastructure improvements to the Fire Rescue 
System that are required to accommodate such growth. This Ordinance shall 
not be construed to permit the collection of Fire Rescue Impact Fees in excess 
of the amount reasonably anticipated to offset the demand on the Fire Rescue 
System generated by such applicable Impact Generating Land Development 
Activity. 

(11) In recognition that capital facility planning is an evolving process, it is the 
intent of the Board that needed Infrastructure improvements to the Fire Rescue 
System be identified and evaluated periodically to ensure Fire Rescue Impact 
Fee revenues are allocated to provide benefits to new development as required 
by law. By periodically reevaluating Fire Rescue Impact Fees and planned 
improvements capital improvements, the County can ensure fees are imposed 
equitably and lawfully and are utilized effectively based upon actual and 
anticipated growth needs at the time of their imposition. Therefore, the cost of 
reviewing, updating, and adjusting this Ordinance is necessary to ensure that 
Fire Rescue Impact Fees are imposed and administered in accordance with 
applicable law. 

(12) The technical study entitled "Marion County Fire Rescue & EMS Impact 
Fee Update Study" dated February 28, 2025, prepared by Benesch, sets forth 
a reasonable methodology and analysis for the determination of the impact of 
new development on the needs for and costs of additional fire protection and 
EMS Infrastructure in Marion County. 

(13) The data set forth in the Technical Study which was employed in the 
calculation of the Fire Rescue Impact Fee rates imposed herein is the most 
recent and localized data available for the Fire Rescue System and was not 
more than 4 years old at the time of the updated Fire Rescue Impact Fee Study. 
The Fire Rescue Impact Fee rates included herein were adopted within twelve 
(12) months of the initiation of the Technical Study. 

(14) The Fire Rescue Impact Fees collected by the County pursuant to this 
Ordinance may be used to pay existing debt related to the construction of 
Infrastructure or for previously approved capital projects. The Board 
legislatively finds and determines that this Infrastructure or previously approved 
capital projects that are funded by the Fire Rescue Impact Fees are proportional 
and have a rational nexus to the impacts generated by new development that 
contributes Fire Rescue Impact Fees towards the funding of these facilities and 
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that there is available capacity to serve those properties from the debt funded 
Infrastructure from previously approved projects. 

Sec. 10-336. - Definitions Applicable to Fire Rescue Impact Fees. The following 
words, terms, and phrases when used in this Ordinance shall have the meaning 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 

EMS Impact Fee means the portion of the Fire Rescue Impact Fee imposed by 
the Board that relates to the EMS System. 

EMS System means the Infrastructure, including Land, Buildings, apparatus, 
and equipment, provided by the County that is used for handling of emergency 
medical incidents. 

Fire Protection Impact Fee means the portion of the Fire Rescue Impact Fee 
imposed by the Board that relates to the Fire Protection System. 

Fire Protection System means the Infrastructure, including Land, Buildings, 
apparatus, and equipment, provided by the County that is used for suppression 
and prevention of fires and other disasters and the handling of incidents 
involving hazardous materials within the County. 

Fire Rescue Impact Fee means collectively the Fire Protection Impact Fee and 
EMS Impact Fee imposed pursuant to this Ordinance to fund growth­
necessitated Infrastructure for the Fire Rescue System. 

Fire Rescue System means collectively mean the EMS System and Fire 
Protection System. 

Infrastructure means a fixed capital expenditure or fixed capital outlay providing 
additional capacity to the Fire Rescue System, excluding the cost of repairs or 
maintenance, associated with the construction, reconstruction, or improvements 
to the Fire Rescue System that have a life expectancy of at least 5 years; related 
Land acquisition, Land improvement, design, engineering, and permitting costs; 
and other related construction costs required to bring the Public Facility into 
service. The term also includes a fire department vehicle, an emergency 
medical service vehicle, and the equipment necessary to outfit the vehicle for its 
official use. 

Sec. 10-337. - Computation of Amount of Fees. 

(a) All Impact Generating Land Development Activity within the County, 
including all municipal areas, shall pay the EMS Impact Fees, as established in 
this division, at the time of issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. 
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(b) All Impact Generating Land Development Activity within the 
unincorporated area of the County, including the municipal areas of the City of 
Belleview, City of Dunnellon, City of Reddick, and City of McIntosh, shall pay 
the Fire Protection Impact Fees, as established in this division, as a condition of 
issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. 

(c) At the time a complete application for a Building Permit is submitted for 
the construction of an Impact Generating Land Development Activity, the 
County will determine the amount of Fire Rescue Impact Fees to be paid. The 
impact fee shall be in the amounts set forth in section 10-340 and payable 
pursuant to Section 10-276. 

(d) If the Impact Generating Land Development Activity includes fractional 
units, the fee shall be computed to the appropriate fraction. 

(e) If the Impact Generating Land Development Activity is requested for 
mixed uses, then the Fire Rescue Impact Fee shall be determined through using 
the schedule adopted in Section 10-340 by apportioning the space committed 
to uses specified on the schedule. 

(f) Pursuant to Section 10-275, in the case of a change of use, 
redevelopment or modification of an existing use which requires the issuance of 
a Building Permit, Site Plan approval, or Certificate of Occupancy, the Fire 
Rescue Impact Fee shall be based on the net increase in the impact fee for the 
new use as compared to the existing use. 

(g) If the land development activity being commenced cannot be classified 
into an Impact Fee Land Use Category identified in section 10-340, then: 

(1) The County Administrator shall use the fee schedule for the most 
nearly comparable Impact Fee Land Use Category to determine the Fire 
Rescue Impact Fee. If the County Administrator determines there is no 
comparable type of land use on the fee schedule, then the County 
Administrator shall calculate the appropriate Fire Rescue Impact Fee 
utilizing the methodology in the applicable Technical Study. The County 
Administrator shall utilize as a standard in this determination the impact 
assumed in the most comparable Impact Fee Land Use Category or any 
other generally accepted standard source of planning and cost impact 
analysis. The County Administrator shall determine the applicable Impact 
Fee Land Use Category for the Impact Generating Land Development 
Activity; 

(2) Or the Feepayer may at their option determine the amount of Fire 
Rescue Impact Fees by use of an Independent Impact Analysis pursuant to 
section 10-278 of this article. 

(h) Any Person undertaking an Impact Generating Land Development 
Activity who is in doubt as to the type or amount of any Impact Fees due may 
request, in writing, a nonbinding statement of Impact Fees due for the Impact 
Generating Land Development Activity from the County Administrator, who shall 
expeditiously respond, in writing, to the request. The County Administrator may 
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require sufficient drawings or plans related to the proposed development as a 
basis for his written answer. 

Sec. 10-338. - Developer Contribution Credits. 

(a) A credit shall be granted against the Fire Rescue Impact Fee imposed in 
this Article pursuant to a written impact fee credit agreement that has been 
approved by the Board for certain conveyance of suitable Land or other 
Infrastructure for the Fire Rescue System required to be made pursuant to a 
Development Order by the County, a municipal development order that is the 
subject of a written impact fee credit agreement approved by the Board for 
credit, or pursuant to a voluntary impact fee credit agreement made in 
connection with Impact Generating Land Development Activity. Such 
conveyances or improvements shall be subject to the following standards: 

(1) The Land shall be an integral part of the Fire Rescue System, 
which is scheduled for acquisition in the County five (5) year capital 
improvement plan or any municipal five (5) year CIP. The Board may, by super 
majority vote, allow impact fee credits for conveyance of land for projects 
anticipated for acquisition beyond the five (5) year county CIP or beyond the first 
five (5) years of any municipal CIP. 

(2) The non-Land Infrastructure to be acquired or constructed shall be 
an integral part of the Fire Rescue System which is scheduled for addition or 
construction in the five (5) year county CIP or any municipal CIP. The Board 
may, by super majority vote, allow for impact fee credits for acquisition or 
construction of Infrastructure for projects anticipated for construction beyond the 
County five (5) year CIP or beyond the first five (5) years of any municipal CIP. 

(3) All conveyances of Land and other Infrastructure, together with 
right-of-way or easements required by the County, shall be conveyed to the 
County pursuant to ordinances, resolutions or regulations then in effect and in 
a form acceptable to the county attorney provided however, this requirement 
may be waived by the Board where the conveyance is to any municipality or the 
state. 

(4) If the Development Order requires the Feepayer to contribute 
Land or other Infrastructure or construct, expand, or pay for Land acquisition or 
construction or expansion of other Infrastructure, or portion thereof, which 
complies with the requirements of subsections 10-338(a) (1) and (2), and the 
Feepayer is also subject to Impact Fees or exactions to meet the same needs, 
the Feepayer shall receive a Fire Rescue Impact Fee credit on a dollar-for-dollar 
basis at fair market value as of the date of conveyance pursuant to an impact 
fee credit agreement with the County in conformance with subsection (f). The 
nongovernmental Feepayer need not be required, by virtue of this credit, to 
competitively bid or negotiate any part of the construction or design of the 
Infrastructure, unless otherwise required by the County, or unless the estimated 
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cost of construction exceeds two million dollars ($2,000,000.00), in which case 
the project shall be competitively bid unless waived by the Board. 

(5) Any credit granted for conveyance of Land or contribution or 
construction of other Infrastructure shall be valued in accordance with 
subsection (d). 

(6) Any Feepayer seeking a credit against Impact Fees for 
development within any municipality shall contact the County Impact Fee 
Coordinator immediately and the County shall participate with the city during 
negotiation of the development order to be submitted to the Board for approval. 

(b) A Feepayer who desires to contribute Land or acquire or construct other 
Infrastructure in lieu of payment, or in partial payment, of the Fire Rescue Impact 
Fee shall, prior to issuance of a Building Permit, submit to the County 
Administrator a proposed plan for the contribution of the Land or for the 
acquisition or construction of other Infrastructure for the Fire Rescue System. 
The County Administrator shall review the proposed plan to determine if it meets 
the requirements of this Section. If the amended proposed plan meets the 
requirements for credit, the County Administrator shall submit the proposed plan 
to the Board. If the proposed plan does not meet the requirements for credit, 
the County Administrator shall notify the applicant in writing . Upon such notice, 
the applicant may amend the application to meet the requirements for credit 
and, if applicable, may request the Board to add the project to the County CIP 
during its yearly update. The proposed plan of construction, dedication or 
contribution shall include: 

( 1) A designation and legal description of the Impact Generating Land 
Development Activity for which the plan is being submitted; 

(2) A list of the contemplated Land or other Infrastructure to be 
donated; 

(3) A legal description and a written appraisal prepared in conformity 
with subsection (d)(1) of this Section for any Land proposed to be dedicated or 
conveyed; 

(4) An estimate of proposed acquisition or construction costs certified 
by a registered professional engineer or vendor quotation/invoice; and 

(5) A proposed time schedule for completion of the proposed plan of 
construction, dedication or conveyance. 

(c) Upon submission of a complete plan, the County Administrator shall 
schedule a presentation before the Board at a regularly scheduled meeting or a 
special meeting called for the purpose of reviewing the proposed plan, and shall 
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provide the applicant and Owner written notice of the time and place of the 
presentation. The Board may authorize the county attorney to prepare an impact 
fee credit agreement with the feepayer only if: 

(1) Such proposed plan is in conformity with contemplated 
improvements and additions to the Fire Rescue System contained in the first 
five (5) years of the county capital improvement plan or a municipal CIP or 
otherwise approved by supermajority vote of the Board, and 

(2) Such proposed plan, viewed in conjunction with other existing or 
proposed plans, will not adversely impact the cash flow or liquidity of the Fire 
Rescue Impact Fee trust account in such a way as to frustrate or interfere with 
other planned or ongoing growth-necessitated improvements and additions to 
the Fire Rescue System; and 

(3) The proposed plan is consistent with the public interest. Upon 
approval of a proposed plan of construction or contribution, the County 
Administrator shall determine the amount of developer credit based upon the 
standards of valuation described in subsection (d) below, and shall approve the 
timetable for completion of construction. 

(d) The Feepayer credit shall be applied to reduce the Fire Rescue Impact 
Fee on a dollar-for-dollar basis at fair market value and shall be determined 
according to the following standards of valuation: 

(1) The value of contributed Land shall be based upon a written 
appraisal of fair market value by a qualified and professional appraiser 
acceptable to the County and based on an appraisal of the fair market value of 
the property to be contributed, as of the date of the contribution. However, the 
County may require submission of an additional appraisal by an appraiser 
selected by the County, at the expense of the applicant, if the appraisal 
submitted by the applicant is in excess of the value derived on the basis of the 
current county property appraiser's assessment multiplied by a factor of 1.50. 

(2) The actual cost of construction of other Infrastructure for the Fire 
Rescue System shall be based upon costs certified by a professional engineer 
or approved vendor quotation/invoice. However, in no event shall any credit be 
granted for the donation of Infrastructure in excess of the estimated costs 
approved by the County unless the acquisition or construction project is 
competitively bid, in which case the credit shall be the actual cost or one 
hundred twenty (120) percent of the bid amounts whichever is less. 

(e) All cost estimates shall be based upon, and all construction plans and 
specifications and applicable competitive bidding procedures shall be in 
conformity with the standards and procedures of the County. All plans and 
specification shall be approved by the County prior to commencement of 
construction. 
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(f) Upon approval for the contribution of Land or acquisition or construction 
of other Infrastructure, an impact fee credit agreement shall be entered into 
between the County and the Owner. A nonrefundable processing, review and 
audit fee of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00), which fee is equal to 
or less than the County's anticipated actual costs associated with the 
processing, review, and audit of the developer contribution credit, shall be due 
once the plan has been approved and prior to the preparation of an impact fee 
credit agreement by the county attorney. The agreement shall include, but not 
be limited to: 

(1) Identification of the parties including a listing of all persons or 
entities who, collectively, own one hundred (100) percent of the fee simple 
interest in the real property described in the agreement. If requested by the 
county attorney, the applicant and owner shall provide to the county attorney, at 
no cost to the County, an attorney's opinion identifying the record owner, his 
authority to enter into the agreement and identify any lienholder having lien or 
encumbrance on the real property which is the subject of the agreement. Said 
opinion shall specifically describe each of the recorded instruments under which 
the record owner holds title, each lien or encumbrance, and cite appropriate 
recording information and incorporate by reference a copy of all such reference 
instruments. 

(2) A finding that the construction or contributions contemplated by 
the agreement are consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

(3) A legal description of the site of the Impact Generating Land 
Development Activity subject to the agreement. 

(4) The duration of the agreement shall be for a period of five (5) years 
unless the applicant requests a longer period in which the Board may approve 
a period of up to twenty (20) years. All credits available under an impact fee 
credit agreements shall be transferable within the County. In no event shall the 
duration exceed twenty (20) years, exclusive of any moratoria, from the date of 
recording in the official records. 

(5) A description of the construction or contributions to the Fire 
Rescue System to be made pursuant to the agreement. 

(6) An acknowledgment that the construction or contributions 
contemplated under the agreement shall be construed and characterized as 
work done and property rights acquired by the County for the improvement of 
the Fire Rescue System and that the County has exclusive control of the 
construction or contributions, including whether or not they are subsequently 
transferred to another governmental agency. 

(7) Adoption of the approved time schedule for completion of the plan. 

(8) Determination of the amount of credit to be granted. 

(9) A requirement that the Owner keep or provide for retention of 
adequate records and supporting documentation which concern or reflect total 
project cost of the Land or other Infrastructure to be contributed. This information 
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shall be available to the County, or its duly authorized agent or representative, 
for audit, inspection or copying, for a minimum of five (5) years from the 
termination of the agreement. 

(10) A requirement that the credit for the Fire Rescue Impact Fees 
identified in the agreement shall run with the land for which the Fire Rescue 
Impact Fee is being assessed and shall be reduced for each Building Permit 
issued thereon until the development project is either completed or the credits 
are exhausted or no longer available. 

(11) That the burdens of the agreement shall be binding upon, and the 
benefits of the agreement shall inure to, all successors in interest to the parties 
to the agreement. 

(12) An acknowledgment that the failure of the agreement to address 
any permit, condition, term, or restriction shall not relieve either the applicant or 
the Owner, or their successors, of the necessity of complying with any law, 
ordinance, rule or regulation governing said permitting requirements conditions, 
terms or restrictions. 

(13) Compliance with the risk management guidelines which may be 
established by the County's risk management department from time to time, 
including but not limited to insurance and indemnification language acceptable 
to the County. 

(14) Annual review and audit of performance under the agreement to 
determine whether or not there has been demonstrated good faith compliance 
with the terms of the agreement and to report the credit applied toward payment 
of Fire Rescue Impact Fees and the balance of available and unused credit. If 
the Board finds, on the basis of substantial competent evidence, that there has 
been a failure to comply with the terms of the agreement, the agreement may 
be revoked or modified by the County. 

(15) To allow for modification or revocation of the agreement as is 
necessary to comply with relevant state or federal laws, if state or federal laws 
are enacted after the execution of the agreement which are applicable to and 
preclude parties' compliance with the terms of the agreement. 

(16) To allow amendment or cancellation by mutual consent of the 
parties to the agreement or by their successors in interest. 

(17) Recording of the agreement in the official records within fourteen 
(14) days after the County enters into the agreement. 

(g) A Feepayer seeking an impact fee credit agreement pursuant to 
proposed improvements under a municipal Development Order may request 
Board approval of a written impact fee credit agreement prior to the issuance of 
a municipal Development Order. Any Feepayer that anticipates seeking a credit 
pursuant to a municipal Development Order shall contact the County Impact Fee 
coordinator immediately upon becoming aware of its possible eligibility for a 
credit. The County shall be entitled to review all studies and participate with the 
municipality in negotiations with the Feepayer. Prior to municipal approval of the 
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Development Order, the Feepayer shall prepare and submit a proposed impact 
fee credit agreement to the County Administrator for review and comment. If the 
Board approves the impact fee credit agreement and the municipality approves 
the Development Order, the Feepayer will be entitled to credits as set forth in 
the impact fee credit agreement pursuant to the provisions of this section without 
further Board approval. The Board may grant partial credits for proposed 
improvements under a municipal Development Order. 

(h) Any Land to be dedicated to the County shall be dedicated no later than 
the time at which Fire Rescue Impact Fees are required to be paid under this 
section. The portion of the fee represented by a credit for acquisition or 
construction shall be deemed paid when the acquisition or construction is 
completed and accepted by the County or when Adequate Security for the 
completion of the construction has been provided. 

(i) Any developer contribution credit granted from the Fire Rescue Impact 
Fee shall only be for construction or contributions made to the Fire Rescue 
System to accommodate growth within the County. Credits granted under this 
section shall run with the land and may be assigned to other developments, 
regardless of ownership, within the County. 

0) If the Fire Rescue Impact Fee rates are increased after a credit is granted 
under this section, the credit holder shall be entitled to the full benefit of the 
intensity or density prepaid by the credit amount as of the date the credit was 
established. 

Sec. 10-339. - Use of Funds. 

(a) All Fire Rescue Impact Fee funds collected under this Ordinance and 
shall be used solely to provide growth-necessitated Infrastructure improvements 
to the County's Fire Rescue System, and not for maintenance or operations. 
Funds on deposit in the Fire Rescue Impact Fee trust account shall not be used 
for any expenditure that would be classified as a maintenance or repair expense. 
Fire Rescue Impact Fees may be used for the following purposes, including, but 
not limited to: 

(1) Land acquisition, including any cost of acquisition or 
condemnation; 

(2) Fees for professional services, including, but not limited to 
architecture, engineering, surveying, landscaping, soils and material testing, 
legal, appraisals, and construction management and consultant fees to study 
and update this Ordinance; 

(3) Design and construction plan preparation; 
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(4) Site development and on-site and off-site improvements incidental 
to the construction thereto; 

(5) Any permitting or application fees necessary for the construction; 

(6) Design and construction of new fire rescue Infrastructure; 

(7) Design and construction of new drainage facilities required by the 
construction new fire rescue Infrastructure; 

(8) Relocating utilities required by the construction of fire rescue 
Infrastructure; 

(9) Landscaping; 

(10) Construction management and inspection; 

(11) Surveying, soils, and materials testing; 

(12) Acquisition of qualified apparatus, vehicles, and equipment for the 
Fire Rescue System; 

(13) Repayment of monies borrowed from any budgetary fund of the 
County which was used to fund growth necessitated Infrastructure 
improvements to the Fire Rescue System as provided herein. 

(c) Proceeds collected from Fire Rescue Impact Fees and all interest 
accrued on such funds shall be used solely within those areas served by the 
EMS System and Fire Protection System, respectively. 

(d) There is hereby established a Marion County Fire Protection Impact Fee 
Trust Fund and a Marion County EMS Impact Fee Trust Fund for the purpose 
of ensuring that the fees collected pursuant to this Ordinance are designated 
and held separately to provide growth-necessitated Infrastructure improvements 
for the Fire Protection System and EMS System, respectively. The Fire 
Protection Impact Fees shall be deposited into the Fire Protection Impact Fee 
Trust fund immediately upon receipt and the EMS Impact Fees shall be 
deposited into the EMS Impact Fee Trust Fund immediately upon receipt. 

(e) Funds shall be encumbered and expended in the order in which they are 
collected. Any proceeds in a trust fund account on deposit, not immediately 
necessary for expenditure, may be invested in interest bearing assets. All 
income derived from this investment shall be added to and retained in the trust 
fund account. 

(f) Each year, at the time the annual county budget is reviewed, the County 
Administrator shall propose appropriations to be spent from the Fire Protection 
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and EMS Impact Fee Trust Funds. After review of the County Administrator's 
recommendation, the Board shall approve, modify, or deny the recommended 
expenditures of the trust fund monies. Any amounts not appropriated from a 
trust fund account, together with any interest earnings, shall be carried over in 
the specific trust fund account to the following fiscal year. 

Sec. 10-340. - Fire Rescue Impact Fee Schedule. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by the terms of this Article, all Impact 
Generating Land Development Activity within the unincorporated area of the 
County and within the incorporated areas of the cities of Belleview, Dunnellon, 
Reddick, and McIntosh shall pay the Fire Protection Impact Fees set forth in the 
schedule below as a condition of issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy: 

M arion County 
Fire Protection Impact Fee Rates 

ITE Land Use 
Impact Fire Protection 

Unit Impact Fee 

RESIDENTIAL: 
Single Family 

210/215 
- 1,500 sf or less du $663 
- 1,501 to 2,499 sf du $753 
- 2,500 sf and greater du $829 

220/221/222 Multi-Family du $505 

210/240 Mobile Home du $643 

251 Senior Adult Housing - Detached du $453 
252 Senior Adult Housing - Attached du $300 

TRANSIENT, ASSISTED, GROUP: 
253 Congregate/Assisted Care Facility du $396 

310 Hotel room $567 

320 Motel room $486 
620 Nursing Home bed $491 

RECREATIONAL: 
411 Public Park acre $19 

416 RV Park/Campground site $219 

420 Marina berth $57 

430 Golf Course hole $381 

445 Movie Theater screen $2,212 
492 Racquet Club/Health Spa 1,000 sf $1,001 

495 Recreational Community Center 1,000 sf $863 
INSTrrUTIONAL: 

520 Elementary School (Private) student $48 

522 Middle School (Private) student $43 

525 High School (Private) student $38 
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University/Junior College (7,500 or fewer 
$48 

540 students) (Private) student 

University/Junior College (more than 7,500 
$38 

550 students) (Private) student 

560 Church 1,000 sf $224 
565 Day Care Center 1,000 sf $405 
590 Library 1,000 sf $977 

MEDICAL: 
610 Hospital 1,000 sf $610 
640 Animal Hospital/Veterinary Clinic 1,000 sf $648 

OFFICE: 
710 Office 1,000 sf $453 

720 Medical Office/Clinic 1,000 sf $553 
770 Business Park 1,000 sf $439 

RETAIL: 
822 Retail 6,000 sfgla or less 1,000 sfgla $939 
822 Retail 6,001 to 40,000 sfgla 1,000 sfgla $939 

821 Retail 40,001 to 150,000 sfgla 1,000 sfgla $1,306 

820 Retail greater than 150,000 sfgla 1,000 sfgla $896 
840/ 841 New/ Used Auto Sales 1,000 sf $701 

850 Supermarket 1,000 sf $1,077 
862 Home Improvement Superstore 1,000 sf $863 

Pharmacy/ Drug Store with or w/o Drive-
$806 

880/ 881 Thru 1,000 sf 
890 Furniture Store 1,000 sf $148 

SERVICES: 
911 Bank/ Savings Walk-In 1,000 sf $524 
912 Bank/Savings Drive-In 1,000 sf $677 

931 Restaurant 1,000 sf $2,731 

n/ a Small Local Restaurant 1,000 sf $2,340 

941 Quick Lube service bay $724 

942 Automobile Care Center 1,000 sf $739 

Gas Station w/Convenience Store <2,000 sc 
$629 

944 ft fuel pos. 

Gas Station w/Convenience Store 2,000 to 
$991 

5,499 sq ft fuel pos. 
945 

Gas Station w/Convenience Store 5,500+ sc 
$1,292 

ft fuel pos. 

947 Self-Service Car Wash service bay $415 

948 Automated Car Wash car tunnel $4,585 
INDUSTRIAL: 

110 General Light Industrial 1,000 sf $214 

14 



140 Manufacturing 1,000 sf $253 
150 Warehousing 1,000 sf $48 
151 Mini-Warehouse 1,000 sf $14 

High-Cube Transload and Short-Term 
$67 

154 Warehouse 1,000 sf 

(b) Except as otherwise provided by the terms of this Article, all Impact 
Generating Land Development Activity within the unincorporated and all 
incorporated areas of the County shall pay the EMS Impact Fee set forth in the 
schedule below as a condition of issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy: 

Marion County 

EMS Impact Fee Rates 

ITE Land Use 
Impact EMS Impact 

Unit Fee 

RESIDENTIAL: 
Single Family 

210/215 
- 1,500 sf or less du $208 
- 1,501 to 2,499 sf du $238 
- 2,500 sf and greater du $261 

220/221/222 Multi-Family du $173 
210/240 Mobile Home du $198 

251 Senior Adult Housing - Detached du $143 
252 Senior Adult Housing - Attached du $103 

TRANSIENT, ASSISTED, GROUP: 
253 Congregate/Assisted Care Facility du $131 
310 Hotel room $176 
320 Motel room $151 
620 Nursing Home bed $152 

RECREATIONAL: 
411 Public Park acre $6 
416 RV Park/Campground site $68 

420 Marina berth $18 
430 Golf Course hole $118 
445 Movie Theater screen $685 
492 Racquet Club/Health Spa 1,000 sf $310 
495 Recreational Community Center 1,000 sf $267 

INSTrrUTIONAL: 
520 Elementary School (Private) student $15 
522 Middle School (Private) student $13 
525 High School (Private) student $12 

University/Junior College (7,500 or fewer 
$15 

540 students) (Private) student 
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University/Junior College (more 
$12 

550 than 7,500 students) (Private) student 

560 Church 1,000 sf $69 

565 Day Care Center 1,000 sf $126 

590 Library 1,000 sf $303 

MEDICAL: 
610 Hospital 1,000 sf $189 

640 Animal Hospital/Veterinary Clinic 1,000 sf $201 

OFFICE: 
710 Office 1,000 sf $140 

720 Medical Office/Clinic 1,000 sf $171 

770 Business Park 1,000 sf $136 

RETAIL: 
822 Retail 6,000 sfgla or less 1,000 sfgla $291 

822 Retail 6,001 to 40,000 sfgla 1,000 sfgla $291 

821 Retail 40,001 to 150,000 sfgla 1,000 sfgla $405 

820 Retail greater than 150,000 sfgla 1,000 sfgla $278 

840/841 New/Used Auto Sales 1,000 sf $217 

850 Supermarket 1,000 sf $334 

862 Home Improvement Superstore 1,000 sf $267 

Pharmacy/Drug Store with or w/o Drive-
$250 

880/881 Thru 1,000 sf 

890 Furniture Store 1,000 sf $46 

SERVICES: 
911 Bank/Savings Walk-In 1,000 sf $162 

912 Bank/Savings Drive-In 1,000 sf $210 

931 Restaurant 1,000 sf $846 

n/a Small Local Restaurant 1,000 sf $725 

941 Quick Lube service bay $225 

942 Automobile Care Center 1,000 sf $229 

Gas Station w/Convenience Store <2,000 
$195 

944 sq ft fuel pos. 

Gas Station w/Convenience Store 2,000 
$307 

to 5,499 sq ft fuel pos. 
945 

Gas Station w/Convenience Store 5,500+ 
$400 

sqft fuel pos. 

947 Self-Service Car Wash service bay $129 

948 Automated Car Wash car tunnel $1,421 

INDUSTRIAL: 
110 General Light Industrial 1,000 sf $66 

140 Manufacturing 1,000 sf $78 

150 Warehousing 1,000 sf $15 
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151 Mini-Warehouse 1,000 sf $4 

High-Cube Transload and Short-Term $21 
154 Warehouse 1,000 sf 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT OF SECTION 10-282 OF THE MARION COUNTY 

Code. Section 10-282 of the Marion County Code, Adoption of Impact Fee Technical 

Studies, is hereby amended as follows: 

Sec. 10-282. Adoption of Impact Fee Technical Studies. 

* * * 
(b) The Board hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the Technical 
Study entitled "Marion County Fire Rescue & EMS Impact Fee Study," dated 
February 28, 2025 and prepared by Benesch, including the assumptions, 
conclusions, supporting data sources, and findings therein as to the 
determination of the anticipated costs of Infrastructure improvements to the 
County Fire Rescue System required to accommodate growth, which Technical 
Study is on file with the office of the County Administrator and available for public 
inspection. 

(underline indicates additions; strikethrough indicates deletions] 

SECTION 3. NOTICE OF IMPACT FEE RATES. 

(a) In accordance with Section 10-284 of the Marion County Code, no later 

than July 1, 2025, the County Administrator is hereby directed to publish a notice once 

in a newspaper of general circulation within the County which notice shall include: (A) 

a brief and general description of the Fire Rescue Impact Fees, (B) a description of the 

geographic area in which the Fire Rescue Impact Fees will be collected; (C) the Fire 

Rescue Impact Fees rates to be imposed for each Impact Fee Land Use Category; and 

(D) that the Fire Rescue Impact Fees rates will go into effect for all Building Permit 

applications received on October 1, 2025 and thereafter. 
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(b) In the event, this notice is not published at least ninety (90) prior to the 

initial October 1, 2025 implementation date for the Fire Rescue Impact Fees, then the 

October 1, 2025 implementation date shall be adjusted to ensure that the Fire Rescue 

Impact Fees rates are not implemented earlier than ninety (90) days after the date of 

publication of the notice. 

(c) The obligations herein for the payment of the Fire Rescue Impact Fees 

shall apply to all Impact Generating Land Development Activity that applies for a 

Building Permit on or after the applicable implementation date. 

SECTION 4. MISCELLANEOUS. 

(a) If any clause, section or provision of this Ordinance shall be declared 

unconstitutional or invalid for any reason or cause, the remaining portion of said 

Ordinance shall be in full force and effect and be valid as if such invalid portion thereof 

had not been incorporated herein. 

(b) It is the intention of the Board, and it is hereby ordained that the relevant 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Marion County 

Code; that the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to 

accomplish such intentions; and that the word "Ordinance" shall be changed to "Article" 

or other appropriate word. 

(c) The terms and provisions of this Ordinance shall be liberally construed to 

affect the purpose for which it is adopted. 

(d) A copy of this Ordinance as enacted shall be filed by the Clerk of the 

Board by email with the Office of the Secretary of the State of Florida within ten (10) 

days after enactment, and this Ordinance shall take effect upon receipt of official 
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acknowledgment from the Secretary of State that this Ordinance has been filed with 

such office; provided the revisions to the Fire Rescue Impact Fees rates shall become 

effective as provided in Sections 1 and 3 hereof. 

DULY ADOPTED this -11._ day of _M_a...._y _______ , 2025. 

Attest: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

MARION COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 

eh:{: 
RECEIVED NOTICE FROM SECRETARY OF STATE ON JUNE 3, 
2025 ADVISING ORDINANCE WAS FILED ON JUNE 2, 2025. 
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