
Meeting Information

Location
Ocala City Hall
Council Chambers - Second Floor
110 SE Watula Avenue
Ocala, FL 34471

https://ocalafl.gov/meetings

Time
4:00 PM

Board Members

Carol Barber
Jane Cosand
Joshua DeMonte
Holland Drake
Rick Hugli
Tom McCullough, Chair
Noelle Smith
Melissa Townsend, Vice Chair

Staff

Breah Miller, Staff Liaison
Planner II
Growth Management Department

Jeff Shrum, AICP  
Director
Growth Management Department

Gabriela Solano
Committee Secretary

In memory of
Ira Holmes
Chairman Emeritus

WELCOME!
Citizens are encouraged to participate in City of Ocala 
meetings. The City of Ocala encourages civility in public 
discourse and requests that speakers limit their comments to 
specific motions and direct their comments to the Council. Cell 
phones should be turned off or set to vibrate.

APPEALS
Any person who desires to appeal any decision at this meeting 
will need a record of the proceedings and for this purpose may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made that includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is made.

ADA COMPLIANCE
If reasonable accommodations are needed for you to participate 
in this meeting, please call 352-629-8404 at least 48 hours in 
advance so arrangements can be made.

As a courtesy to all, PLEASE be on time.

The meeting should start promptly at 4:00 pm

Ocala Historic Preservation Advisory Board Agenda 
Thursday, November 6, 2025
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Historic Preservation Advisory 
Board

Agenda November 6, 2025

1. Call To Order and Roll Call

2. Public Meeting Notice Acknowledgement
The public notice for the Ocala Historic Preservation Board was posted on October 28, 2025.

3. Review of September 4, 2025 Meeting Minutes

a. September 4, 2025 Meeting Minutes

September 4, 2025 Final Meeting MinutesAttachments:

4. Certificates of Appropriateness

a. COA25-0033; 35 SE 1st Avenue all units – Historic Landmark

COA25-00033 Staff Report
COA25-0033  Application
COA25-0033 Site Plan
COA25-0033 Supporting Document
COA25-0033 Examples of Downtown Ocala Historic Markers

Attachments:

b.

COA25-0037 Staff Report
COA25-0037 Site Plan
COA25-0037 Application
COA25-0037 Master Site File

Attachments:

5. Affirmative Maintenance

6. Public Comments

7. Staff Comments

8. Board Comments

9. Next Meeting: December 4, 2025

10. Adjournment

Page 1 of 1 
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Ocala

Legislation Text

110 SE Watula Avenue
Ocala, FL  34471

www.ocalafl.gov

File #: 2026-0202 Agenda Item #: a.

Submitted By: JaNiece Lucky

Department: Growth Management

FORMAL TITLE:
September 4, 2025 Meeting Minutes

OCALA’S RELEVANT STRATEGIC GOALS:
Operational Excellence

PROOF OF PUBLICATION:
N/A

BACKGROUND:
N/A

Ocala Printed on 11/4/2025Page 1 of 1
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Ocala

Legislation Text

110 SE Watula Avenue
Ocala, FL  34471

www.ocalafl.gov

File #: 2026-0190 Agenda Item #: a.

COA25-0033; 35 SE 1st Avenue all units - Historic Landmark

· Petitioner/ Property Owner: Austin International RLT, LLC

· Agent: Paul Stentiford

· Project Planner: Charlita Whitehead, Economic Development Project

Coordinator

Applicant Request: To install a new historic marker titled “Elvis in Ocala, Tom Petty Inspired” on the

northeast corner of East Silver Springs Boulevard and NE Osceola Avenue, commemorating the 1961 visit of

Elvis Presley to film Follow That Dream and its influence on a 10-year-old Tom Petty.

Ocala Printed on 11/4/2025Page 1 of 1
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Ocala Historic Preservation Advisory Board: November 6, 2025 

 

 

 

Property Owner:  Austin International RLT, LLC 

Petitioner:  Paul Stentiford 

Project Planner:  Charlita Whitehead 

Applicant Request:  To install a new historic marker titled “Elvis in Ocala, Tom Petty 

Inspired” on the northeast corner of the intersection at East Silver 

Springs Boulevard and NE Osceola Avenue, commemorating the 

1961 visit of Elvis Presley to film Follow That Dream and its 

influence on a 10-year-old Tom Petty. 

Parcel Information 

Acres: ±0.64 acres 

Parcel(s) #: 2823-064-007 

Location: 117 E Silver Springs Boulevard, Corner of E. Silver Springs Boulevard and NE 

Osceola Avenue 

Future Land Use: High Intensity/Central Core  

Zoning District: Form Based Code 

Existing Use: Vacant Commercial Property 

Background: 

Local historic landmarks and markers play an essential role in preserving and interpreting the 

community’s heritage. They provide tangible, public reminders of the people, places, and events that 

shaped Ocala’s identity and contribute to civic pride and heritage tourism. Through the placement of 

signage, the City and its partners ensure that local stories are documented, accessible, and celebrated for 

future generations. 

In July 1961, Elvis Presley arrived in Ocala to film scenes for the movie Follow That Dream at the 

Commercial Bank and Trust Company on East Silver Springs Boulevard. The production drew hundreds 

of spectators as the “King of Rock and Roll” briefly transformed downtown into a film set. 

Among the onlookers was 10-year-old Tom Petty of Gainesville, whose uncle, Earl Jernigan, was 

involved with the film crew. Accompanied by his Aunt Evelyn and cousins Sadie and Norma, Tom met 

Elvis that day, an encounter Petty later described as “what kicked off my love of music.” He would go 

on to become one of America’s most influential rock musicians. 

The Ocala Sunset Rotary, in coordination with the Florida Division of Historical Resources, applied for 

a state historic marker to commemorate this moment. Written authorization from the property owner has 

been provided, and the proposed installation location has been reviewed by City staff. Photos of the 

existing historic markers and the proposed placement are attached. 

Applicant Request: 

To install a new historic marker titled “Elvis in Ocala, Tom Petty Inspired” on the northeast corner of the 
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intersection at East Silver Springs Boulevard and NE Osceola Avenue, commemorating the 1961 visit of 

Elvis Presley to film Follow That Dream and its influence on then 10-year-old Tom Petty. 

Staff Analysis 

The site is associated with Elvis Presley and Tom Petty, both nationally recognized figures whose brief 

intersection in Ocala links local history to the broader story of American popular music. Consistent with 

the intent of Sec. 94-81(c), which identifies public education and appreciation of historic resources as 

core purposes of landmark designation. The marker advances public understanding of Ocala’s role in 

Florida’s mid-century cultural landscape and provides a tangible interpretive element for heritage 

tourism. It complements existing markers on the Downtown Square and near the Florida Institute for 

Human and Machine Cognition. The proposed placement near the original filming site retains historical 

context and visual association with the event. 

Pursuant to Sec. 94-81(c)(1)(b), the marker’s installation supports the City’s preservation goals by 

enhancing community understanding of historic personages important to national, state, or local history. 

Installation will occur on publicly accessible property and be maintained by the Ocala Sunset Rotary. 

The marker will be accessible 24 hours a day and adds to the City’s public education and heritage assets. 

Staff finds that the event meets the criteria for recognition under Sec. 94-81(c)(1) as a location 

associated with persons who made significant contributions to history. 

 

Nomination and designation of local landmarks. (Section 94-81(c)): 

The following is the procedure for nomination of individual historic resources as a landmark. The 

nominated historic resource may or may not be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

(1) In addition to the structures already identified as within the historic district, the board shall consider 

for landmark designation any additional buildings, structures, objects, sites, and districts within the 

city which merit landmark designation and protection, possessing integrity of location, design, 

setting, materials, workmanship of association and being: 

a. Of particular historic significance by exemplifying the broad cultural, political, economic, or 

social history of the nation, state, or community: 

The proposed landmark exemplifies the cultural and social history of two nationally recognized 

individuals that met for the first time while visiting the City of Ocala. 

b. Associated with historic personages important in national, state, or local history: 

c. Elvis Presley and Tom Petty are persons who have made significant contributions to American 

music and rock n’ roll history. The site of a historic event which had a significant effect on the 

development of the nation, state, or community: 

The proposed landmark identifies a historic event in which Elvis Presley and Tom Petty met for 

the first time and had a brief exchange during the filming of “Follow that Dream”.  

d. An embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of architecture or 

engineering. 

the proposed landmark is not an embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, 

or method of architecture or engineering. This landmark designation refers to an important 

cultural and social event. 
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e. Representative of the work of an important builder, designer, artist or architect whose individual 

ability has been recognized or who influenced his age. 

The site is not directly associated with a specific recognized builder, designer, architect, or artist 

but represents the mid-20th century film production design and locations that helped shape the 

visual identity of American movies. 

f. Significant for containing elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which represent 

a significant innovation. 

The proposed landmark is not significant for containing elements of design, detail, materials, or 

craftsmanship representing a significant innovation. It is more so significant from a cultural and 

social historic aspect. 

g. Able or likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

This is cultural and social event between two prominent national music figures of the mid 1900’s 

era. 

Guidelines for recommendations (Section 94-81(d): 

Locally designated historic districts and local landmarks may be designated by ordinance upon 

recommendation by the board, which shall use the following criteria as general guidelines for making 

such recommendations: districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects that possess integrity of location, 

design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling and association, and that: 

(1) Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of the 

city's history. 

The site is associated with events that contributed to the city’s cultural history, in this case, the 

filming of “Follow That Dream” and its influence on Tom Petty’s musical career. 

(2) Are associated with the lives of persons significant in the city's past. 

The site is associated with the lives of Elvis Presley and Tom Petty who were visiting Ocala, which is 

significant in the city’s cultural history. 

(3) Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction, or that represent a 

significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 

the site does not embody distinctive architectural or construction characteristics. 

(4) Have yielded or may yield information important in prehistory or history. 

(5) This is cultural and social event between two prominent national music figures of the mid 1900’s 

era.Constitute a unique density of architecture, scale, landscaping and planning. 

The site does not exhibit a unique density of architecture, scale, landscaping, or planning; its 

importance is primarily cultural and social history of two prominent national musicians. 

 

Staff Findings: 

Based on Sec. 94-81 criteria, staff finds the nomination is consistent with the intent of the Code of 

Ordinances. 
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Division of Historical Resources, Bureau of Historic
Preservation
Historical Markers Application

My Application
Return to Application Later
Logout

Florida Historical Marker Application

Application Number: HM-1361

You are not done yet!

We have received your application electronically however you are NOT done yet! We still need a few more things from you.

Print Signature Page

Attach signature page to:

ATTN: Historic Marker Program
Division of Historical Resources
Bureau of Historic Preservation
R.A. Gray Building
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 422
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Part 1: Resource Information

Name and Location

What is the Historic Name of the Resource?
Elvis Presley and Tom Petty Memorial
Address
corner of East Silver Springs Boulevard and NE Osceola Avenue
City
Ocala
Zip Code
34470

Details

What type of resource will you be marking?
Site (e.g., archaeological, historic, cemetery, battlefield)

If other, please explain:

Historic

Division of Historical resourcesFlorida Department of State
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Is the resource listed in the National Register of Historic Places?
No

Description and Significance

Please describe the resource

Tom Petty was 10 years old when he met Elvis Presley on a movie set in Ocala. The brief encounter with the rock and roll
sensation on that hot July day in 1961 ended up being a transformative moment for Petty and his love for music.

Provide a statement explaining the significance of the resource

The King of Rock and Roll inspired a 10 year old boy who never had an interest in music to later become a legendary rock
and roll icon. The movie Elvis was filming in Ocala, FL in 1961 was "Follow That Dream" and 10 year old Tom Petty
whose uncle was involved in the production had Tom's aunt bring him from his hometown of Gainesville 40 miles North to
see the filming and meet Elvis. It was there on that day that 10 year old Tom Petty who had no former interest in music
would be forever fascinated - and hooked - on rock 'n' roll. In his own words I quote " That's what kicked off my love of
music. And I'd never thought much about rock 'n' roll until that moment."

Part 2: Marker Information

Marker Details & Location

Will this be a new or replacement marker?
New Marker
Will this be a single or double-sided marker?
Single-sided marker (identical text on both sides)
Will the marker be located at the resource?
Yes

If no, please explain:

In which county will the marker be located?
Marion County

What are the geographic coordinates of the proposed marker location?

Please use decimal fractions. (Example: 30.438659 or -84.284451). See How to Determine Marker Coordinates for
instructions.

Longitude
29° 11' 13.9092'' N
Latitude
82° 8' 6.936'' W

What days and times will the marker accessible to the public?

Accessible 24/7

Marker Text

What is your proposed Marker Title
Elvis in Ocala, Tom Petty Inspired
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Please provide your proposed Marker Text

The marker text may not exceed 1,235 characters per side. This character limit includes punctuation and spaces. See
Tips for Writing Marker Text for additional instruction.

Side One

On a summer morning in 1961, Elvis Presley arrived in Ocala, FL, to film a scene for a movie at the Commercial Bank
and Trust Company on East Silver Springs Boulevard, just east of the railroad tracks. The city paused as the "King of
Rock and Roll" brought Hollywood glamour to this quiet stretch of downtown. That same day, a 10-year-old boy
named Tom Petty made the 30-mile trip from Gainesville with his Aunt Evelyn and cousins Sadie and Norma. Their
uncle, Earl Jernigan, was working on the film set, giving them rare access to witness the magic of moviemaking and to
meet Elvis himself. Petty's cousin Sadie Darnell later recalls, "He was completely, completely enthralled." Inspired and
wide-eyed, young Tom told his family that day that he was going to be a rock star. Decades later, he would become just
that - an American music legend in his own right. Fittingly, the film Elvis was shooting that day carried the title Follow
That Dream.

Side Two (double-sided markers only)

What organization(s) and or individual(s) are sponsoring the marker?

Ocala Sunset Rotary
Close
Close

Part 3: Contact Information

Resource Owner

If the resource is owned by an organization, provide the name and information of a contact person in that organization.

What is the name of the resource owner or organization contact?
First name
Paul
Last name
Stentiford

Organization name (if owned by an organization)
Ocala Sunset Rotary

What is the address of the resource owner?
Address
1501 SE 14TH AVE
City
OCALA
State
Florida
Zip Code
34471

Phone number of owner
352-266-8994
Email address of owner
PAUL@STENTIFORDFL.COM
Will the resource owner also be responsible for installation and maintenance of the marker?
Yes

15
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Is the resource owner also the person that prepared this application?
Yes

Marker Caretaker

Please provide the contact information for the person responsible for installing and maintaining the marker if different from
the resource owner. If this will be an organization, provide the name and information of a contact person in that
organization.

What is the name of the of the marker caretaker?
First name
Paul
Last name
Stentiford

Organization name (If an organization will be the marker caretaker)
What is the address of the marker caretaker?
Street Address
1501 SE 14TH AVE
City
OCALA
State
Florida
Zip Code
34471

Phone number of caretaker
352-266-8994
Email address of caretaker
PAUL@STENTIFORDFL.COM

Person That Prepared the Application

Please provide the contact information for the person that prepared the content of this application (if different from resource
owner).

What is the name of the of the person that prepared the application?
First name
Paul
Last name
Stentiford

What is the address of the of the person that prepared the application?
Street Address
1501 SE 14TH AVE
City
OCALA
State
Florida
Zip Code
34471

Phone number of preparer
352-266-8994
Email address of preparer
PAUL@STENTIFORDFL.COM
If you need assistance, please email flheritage@dos.myflorida.com or call 850.245.6333. 16



COA25-0033 Proposed Historical Marker Location 
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Memorial Sign - Example 
 

 
 

“Marion County.” American Courthouses, 1 Feb. 2023, courthouses.co/us-states/states-a-g/florida/marion-county/.  
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Allen Correspondent, Rick. “‘follow That Dream’ Kicks off 2016 Silver Springs International Film Festival.” The Star Banner, 
Ocala Star-Banner, 30 Mar. 2016, 
www.ocala.com/story/entertainment/local/2016/03/30/follow-that-dream-kicks-off-2016-silver-springs-international-film-festiv
al/31971217007/. 
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Below is the proposed location for the Tom Petty and Elvis Presley historical marker, which would be placed on 
the left side of the picture, at the street corner. The building on the right side of the image is the former 
commercial bank where Elvis Presley's movie "Follow That Dream" was filmed. 
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Examples of Downtown Ocala Historic Markers 

 

Ocala Demands Marker 
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Examples of Downtown Ocala Historic Markers 

 

Old Courthouse Square Marker 
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Examples of Downtown Ocala Historic Markers 

 

Institute of Human Machine Cognition  / Former Library Marker 
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Ocala, FL  34471
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File #: 2026-0184 Agenda Item #: b.

Case file #16; COA25-0037; 828 SE 3rd Street - In-ground plunge pool.

· Petitioner: Archie and Anne Leonardis

· Agent: Lana L. Flodman

· Planner: Charlita Whitehead, Economic Development Project Coordinator

   Cwhitehead@ocalafl.gov

A request to install a 10-foot by 20-foot in-ground plunge pool in the rear of the property.

Recommended Action: Appropriate

Ocala Printed on 11/4/2025Page 1 of 1
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Ocala Historic Preservation Advisory Board: November 6, 2025 

 

 

Petitioner/ Property Owner:  Archie and Anne Leonardis 

Agent:  Lana L. Flodman 

Project Planner:  Charlita Whitehead 

Applicant Request:  Install a 10-foot by 20-foot in-ground plunge pool in the backyard of 

the property.  

Parcel Information 

Acres: ± 0.18 acres 

Parcel(s) #: 2820-037-004 

Location: 828 SE 3rd Street Future Land Use: Neighborhood 

Zoning District: R-3, Multi-Family Residential  

Existing Use: Residential 

Background: 

The existing home, known as the Edith Tigner House, was constructed in 1908 using a Victorian Frame 

Vernacular building style that exhibits Gothic architectural influences. The home is a contributing 

structure to the Ocala Historic District. The property has been the subject of several previously approved 

Certificates of Appropriateness (COAs), including one approved in February 2023 for reroofing 

(COA23-45103). In February 2006, three additional COAs were approved: for the replacement of the 

front door (COA06-0018), roof repair on the front porch (COA06-0011), and reroofing (COA06-0010). 

Applicant Request: 

The applicant is requesting to install a 10-foot by 20-foot in-ground plunge pool in the backyard of the 

property. The proposed pool will be located to the rear of the primary structure and will not be visible 

from the public right-of-way. 

Staff Analysis 

Certificate of Appropriateness Criteria for Decisions (Section 94-82(g)): 

The Code of Ordinances states that the Ocala Historic Preservation Advisory Board (Board) may issue a 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the reconstruction, alteration, new construction, non-

permanent structures, demolition, partial demolition, or removal of any building or structure within a 

locally designated historic district or any designated local landmark, or any other activity for which a 

COA is required, if such action is not deemed contrary to the purposes of historic preservation and to the 

special character of districts, sites and resources as designated specifically. 
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The Board's decisions will be based on the Secretary of the Interior's Standards, the city's Historic 

Preservation Design Guidelines, this chapter, and the following criteria: 

1. Exterior alterations shall not diminish the architectural quality or historical character of the building 

or the building site. 

The proposed plunge pool is a modern site feature that will be located in the rear yard, out of public 

view. No alterations to the historic structure or visible architectural elements are proposed. The 

project will not diminish the historical character of the property or district. 

2. Sandblasting of any materials except for iron is prohibited. 

Not applicable; the request does not identify sandblasting of any materials. 

3. Only through very controlled conditions can most historic building material be abrasively cleaned of 

soil or paint without measurable damage to the surface or profile of the substrate. Decisions 

regarding the proper cleaning process for historic structures can be made only after careful analysis 

of the building fabric, and testing. Generally, wet abrasive cleaning of a historic structure should be 

conducted within the range of 20 to 100 psi at a range of three to 12 inches. 

Not Applicable; the request does not identify any abrasive cleaning. 

4. Landscaping, signs, parking and site development should be sensitive to the individual building and 

should be visually compatible with the buildings and environment with which they are visually 

related. 

The pool will be integrated into the existing rear yard. No visible site changes will occur from the 

street, refer to the sketch in the attachments. 

5. New construction shall be visually compatible with the buildings and environment with which the 

new construction is visually related. When an application involves new construction, the applicant 

may present conceptual plans to the board for review and comment before the application for a 

certificate of appropriateness is submitted and before construction drawings of the project are 

prepared. Aspects to be considered include: 

a. The height, volume, proportion between width and height of the facades, the proportions and 

relationship between doors and windows, the rhythm of solids and voids created by openings in 

the facades, the materials used in the facades, the texture inherent in the facades, the colors, 

pattern and trim used in the facades, and the design of the roof. 

The plunge pool is a ground-level feature, and materials will be compatible with residential use. 

b. The existing rhythm created by existing building masses and spaces between them should be 

preserved. 

Not Applicable; the proposed alterations will not affect the existing rhythm. 

c. Landscape plans should be visually compatible with the buildings and environment with which 

the landscaping is visually related. 
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Staff Recommendation: Approval 

 

Landscape impacts will be minimal. The installation area is confined to the rear yard and not in 

public view. 

d. Proportions of existing facades which are visually related shall be maintained when neighboring 

buildings have a dominant horizontal or vertical expression, that expression should be carried 

over in the new facade. 

Not applicable; the proposed alterations will not impact the existing façade expression. 

e. Architectural details should be incorporated as necessary to relate the new with the old and to 

preserve and enhance the inherent architectural characteristics of the area. 

Not applicable; The pool does not involve architectural detailing of the primary structure. 

f. Accessory structures shall be compatible with the scale, shape, roof form, materials, and 

detailing of the main structure to protect the historic integrity of the neighborhood. The accessory 

structure shall not exceed the maximum height allowed by the applicable zoning or the height of 

the existing primary structure. 

The pool requires a minimum side setback of 8 feet and a rear setback of 3 feet. Based on the 

provided site plan, the pool will meet the required setbacks with a side setback of 8 feet and a 

rear setback of 8 feet. As there are no vertical elements proposed with the alterations, the 

compatibility of roof form, materials, and height is not applicable.  
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Photos 828 SE 3rd St 

 

Front of the property  

 

Back of the property 
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