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COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT FOR THE PROVISION OF  
BUILDING INSPECTION AND PLAN REVIEW SERVICES 

THIS COOPERATVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT FOR THE PROVISION OF 
BUILDING INSPECTION AND PLAN REVIEW SERVICES (“Piggyback Agreement”) is entered 
into by and between the CITY OF OCALA, a Florida municipal corporation (“City”) and M. T. 
CAUSLEY LLC., a for-profit corporation duly organized and authorized to do business in the state 
of Florida (EIN: 65-0782808) (“Contractor”). 

R E C I T A L S :  
WHEREAS, after a competitive procurement process, the City of Dunnellon, Florida, 

entered into an Agreement with M. T. Causley, LLC, for providing building inspection and plans 
review services to the City of Dunnellon, Contract No. AGR# 2020-27 (the “City of Dunnellon 
Agreement”); and  

WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 287, Florida Statutes, and the City of Ocala’s 
contracting and procurement policies and procedures, City has the legal authority to “piggyback”
the purchase of goods and services as contracted by another governmental entity as a form of 
inter-governmental cooperative purchasing when seeking to utilize the same or similar services 
provided for in said contract; and 

WHEREAS, City desires to purchase labor, services and materials for the provision for 
building inspection and plans review services for the City of Ocala’s Building Department 
pursuant to essentially the same terms and conditions provided under the City of Dunnellon
Agreement, as applicable and amended by the terms and conditions of this Piggyback 
Agreement; and  

WHEREAS, Contractor agrees to extend the terms, conditions, and pricing of the City of 
Dunnellon Agreement to City, subject to the terms and conditions of this Piggyback Agreement. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing recitals, the following mutual 
covenants and conditions, and other good and valuable consideration, City and Contractor agree 
as follows:  

T E R M S  O F  A G R E E M E N T :  
1. RECITALS.  City and Contractor hereby represent, warrant, and agree that the Recitals set 
forth above are true and correct and are incorporated herein by reference.  
2. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Piggyback Agreement, the following terms shall have the 
meanings specified below:  

A. Piggyback Agreement:  shall mean this Cooperative Purchasing Agreement for the 
provision of building inspection and plans review services as it may from time to time be 
amended or modified pursuant to its terms and provisions. 

B. City of Dunnellon Agreement: – shall mean the Agreement for Building Inspection and 
Plans Review Services between the City of Dunnellon and M. T. Causley LLC and its 
exhibits, as amended and attached hereto as Exhibit A – City of Dunnellon Agreement.   

3. INCORPORATION OF CITY OF DUNNELLON AGREEMENT.  The City of Dunnellon 
Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A is hereby incorporated by reference as if set forth 
herein in its entirety.  However, to the extent that any terms and conditions set forth in the City 
of Dunnellon Agreement conflict with any of the amended or supplemental terms and 
conditions set forth in this Piggyback Agreement, then the amended and supplemental terms 
and conditions set forth in this Piggyback Agreement shall be given precedence. 

4. AMENDED TERMS AND CONDITIONS.  The following terms and conditions of the City of 
Dunnellon Agreement are modified and replaced, in their entirety, as follows:   

A. The terms “City of Dunnellon,” or “Municipality,” shall be replaced and intended to refer to 
the “City of Ocala.” 

B. The term “Consultant” shall be replaced by the term “Contractor” and shall be intended to 
refer to “M. T. Causley, LLC.”  
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C. COMPENSATION.  City shall pay Contractor a price not to exceed the maximum limiting 
amount of ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-TWO THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED DOLLARS
($179,800) (the “Contract Sum”) as full and complete compensation for the timely and 
satisfactory completion of the work in compliance with the most current contract unit 
pricing set forth in Exhibit A – City of Dunnellon Agreement.

D. AGREEMENT TERM.  This Agreement shall become effective and commence on APRIL
6, 2021 and continue in effect through SEPTEMBER 30, 2021.   

E. AMENDMENT.  This Agreement may be renewed for additional TWO YEAR (2) periods 
upon the written consent of both parties.   

F. INVOICES AND TIME OF PAYMENT. All invoices submitted by Contractor shall include 
the City Contract Number, an assigned Invoice Number, and an Invoice Date.  Contractor 
shall submit the original invoice through the responsible City Project Manager at: City of 
Ocala Growth Management Department, Attn: Holly Lang, 201 SE 3rd Ave; 2nd FL, Ocala, 
Florida 34470, E-Mail: hlang@ocalafl.org.  
4.F.1. Payment of Invoices by City. The City Project Manager must review and approve 

all invoices prior to payment. City Project Manager’s approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld, conditioned, or delayed.  Payments by City shall be made 
no later than the time periods established in section 218.735, Florida Statutes. 

4.F.2. Withholding of Payment. City reserves the right to withhold, in whole or in part, 
payment for any and all work that: (i) has not been completed by Contractor; (ii) is 
inadequate or defective and has not been remedied or resolved in a manner 
satisfactory to the City Project Manager; or (iii) which fails to comply with any term, 
condition, or other requirement under this Agreement.  Any payment withheld shall 
be released and remitted to Contractor within THIRTY (30) calendar days of the 
Contractor’s remedy or resolution of the inadequacy or defect. 

4.F.3. Excess Funds.  If due to mistake or any other reason Contractor receives payment 
under this Agreement in excess of what is provided for by the Agreement, 
Contractor shall promptly notify City upon discovery of the receipt of the 
overpayment.  Any overpayment shall be refunded to City within THIRTY (30) days 
of Contractor’s receipt of the overpayment or must also include interest calculated 
from the date of the overpayment at the interest rate for judgments at the highest 
rate as allowed by law.  

G. PUBLIC RECORDS.  Contractor shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Florida 
Public Records Act, Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. Specifically, Contractor shall: 
4.G.1. Keep and maintain public records required by the public agency to perform the 

service. 
4.G.2. Upon request from the public agency’s custodian of public records, provide the 

public agency with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be 
inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the 
cost provided in Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, or as otherwise provided by law. 

4.G.3. Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public 
records disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as authorized by law for 
the duration of the contract term and following completion of the contract if 
Contractor does not transfer the records to the public agency. 

4.G.4. Upon completion of the contract, transfer, at no cost, to the public agency all public 
records in possession of Contractor or keep and maintain public records required 
by the public agency to perform the service. If Contractor transfers all public 
records to the public agency upon completion of the contract, Contractor shall 
destroy any duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt 
from public records disclosure requirements. If  Contractor keeps and maintains 
public records upon completion of the contract, Contractor shall meet all 
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applicable requirements for retaining public records. All records stored 
electronically must be provided to the public agency, upon request from the public 
agency’s custodian of public records, in a format that is compatible with the 
information technology systems of the public agency. 
IF CONTRACTOR HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE 
APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO 
CONTRACTOR’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS 
RELATING TO THIS CONTRACT, CONTACT THE 
CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT: CITY OF OCALA, 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK; 352-629-8266; E-mail: 
clerk@ocalafl.org; City Hall, 110 SE Watula Avenue, Ocala, FL 
34471. 

H. NOTICES.  All notices, certifications or communications required by this Agreement shall 
be given in writing and shall be deemed delivered when personally served, or when 
received if by facsimile transmission with a confirming copy mailed by registered or 
certified mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested. Notices can be concurrently 
delivered by e-mail. All notices shall be addressed to the respective parties as follows: 

If to Contractor:  M. T. Causley, LLC 
Attention:  Tom Walsh 
866 Ponce de Leon Blvd, 2nd FL 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
Phone:  305-262-0629  
Email:  twalsh@safebuilt.com  and suhail@mtcinspectors.com  

If to City: City of Ocala
Tiffany Kimball, Contracting Officer 
110 SE Watula Avenue, Third Floor 
Ocala, Florida 34471 
Phone:  352-629-8366    Facsimile: 352-690-2025 
Email: tkimball@ocalafl.org 

Copy to: Robert W. Batsel, Jr., Esquire 
Gilligan, Gooding, Batsel, Anderson & Phalen P.A. 
1531 SE 36th Avenue 
Ocala, Florida 34471 
Phone: 352-867-7707    Fax: 352-867-0237 
Email: rbatsel@ocalalaw.com  

I. TAXES.  City is exempt from all federal excise and state sales taxes (State of Florida 
Consumer’s Certification of Exemption 85-8012621655C-9). The City’s Employer 
Identification Number is 59-60000392. Contractor shall not be exempted from paying 
sales tax to its suppliers for materials to fulfill contractual obligations with the City, nor will 
Contractor be authorized to use City’s Tax Exemption Number for securing materials 
listed herein. 

J. GOVERNING LAW, JURISDICTION AND VENUE. This Agreement is and shall be 
deemed to be a contract entered and made pursuant to the laws of the State of Florida 
and shall in all respects be governed, construed, applied and enforced in accordance with 
the laws of the State of Florida. The parties acknowledge that a majority of the 
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negotiations, anticipated performance and execution of this Agreement occurred or shall 
occur in Marion County, Florida. Any civil action or legal proceeding arising out of or 
relating to this Agreement shall be brought only in the courts of record of the State of 
Florida in Marion County or the United States District Court, Middle District of Florida, 
Ocala Division. Each party consents to the exclusive jurisdiction of such court in any such 
civil action or legal proceeding and waives any objection to the laying of venue of any 
such civil action or legal proceeding in such court and/or the right to bring an action or 
proceeding in any other court. 

K. ATTORNEY FEES.  If any civil action, arbitration or other legal proceeding is brought for 
the enforcement of this Agreement, or because of an alleged dispute, breach, default or 
misrepresentation in connection with any provision of this Agreement, the successful or 
prevailing party shall be entitled to recover reasonable attorneys' fees, sales and use 
taxes, court costs and all expenses reasonably incurred even if not taxable as court costs 
(including, without limitation, all such fees, taxes, costs and expenses incident to 
arbitration, appellate, bankruptcy and post-judgment proceedings), incurred in that civil 
action, arbitration or legal proceeding, in addition to any other relief to which such party 
or parties may be entitled. Attorneys' fees shall include, without limitation, paralegal fees, 
investigative fees, administrative costs, sales and use taxes and all other charges 
reasonably billed by the attorney to the prevailing party. 

5. JURY WAIVER. IN ANY CIVIL ACTION, COUNTERCLAIM, OR PROCEEDING, 
WHETHER AT LAW OR IN EQUITY, WHICH ARISES OUT OF, CONCERNS, 
OR RELATES TO THIS AGREEMENT, ANY AND ALL TRANSACTIONS 
CONTEMPLATED HEREUNDER, THE PERFORMANCE HEREOF, OR THE 
RELATIONSHIP CREATED HEREBY, WHETHER SOUNDING IN 
CONTRACT, TORT, STRICT LIABILITY, OR OTHERWISE, TRIAL SHALL BE 
TO A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION AND NOT TO A JURY. 
EACH PARTY HEREBY IRREVOCABLY WAIVES ANY RIGHT IT MAY HAVE 
TO A TRIAL BY JURY. NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE OR RELIED UPON ANY 
ORAL REPRESENTATIONS TO OR BY ANY OTHER PARTY REGARDING 
THE ENFORCEABILITY OF THIS PROVISION. EACH PARTY HAS READ 
AND UNDERSTANDS THE EFFECT OF THIS JURY WAIVER PROVISION. 

6. PUBLICITY. Contractor shall not use City’s name, logo, seal or other likeness in any press 
release, marketing materials, or other public announcement without City’s prior written 
approval. 

7. E-VERIFY. In accordance with Executive Order 11-116, Contractor shall utilize the U.S. 
Agency of Homeland Security’s E-Verify system, https://e-verify.uscis.gov/emp, to verify the 
employment eligibility of all employees hired during the term of this Agreement. Contractor 
shall also require all subcontractors performing work under this Agreement to utilize the E-
Verify system for any employees they may hire during the term of this Agreement. 

8. COUNTERPARTS. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be 
an original and all of which shall constitute the same instrument  

9. ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE(S). Contractor, if and by offering an electronic signature in any 
form whatsoever, will accept and agree to be bound by said electronic signature to all terms 
and conditions of this Agreement. Further, a duplicate or copy of the Agreement that contains 
a duplicated or non-original signature will be treated the same as an original, signed copy of 
this original Agreement for all purposes.  
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10. LEGAL AUTHORITY. Each person signing this Agreement on behalf of either party 
individually warrants that he or she has full legal power to execute this Agreement on behalf 
of the party for whom he or she is signing, and to bind and obligate such party with respect to 
all provisions contained in this Agreement. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on __________________. 

   

ATTEST: CITY OF OCALA 
 

 

_____________________________________ 

Angel B. Jacobs 
City Clerk 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Justin Grabelle 
City Council President 

Approved as to form and legality: 
 
 

 
_____________________________________ 
Robert W. Batsel, Jr. 
City Attorney 

M. T. CAUSLEY LLC. 
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
 

By: 
____________________________________ 
                           (Printed Name) 

Title:  
____________________________________ 
 

MICHAEL CAUSLEY

PRESIDENT

07 / 22 / 2021
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FOR SIGNATURE: Building Inspection and Plan Review Services...

FOR SIGNATURES - ...tion Services.pdf
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MM / DD / YYYY

Completed

07 / 17 / 2021

14:05:33 UTC-4

Sent for signature to Rob Batsel, Esquire

(rbatsel@ocalalaw.com), President Justin Grabelle

(jgrabelle@ocalafl.org), Angel Jacobs, City Clerk

(ajacobs@ocalafl.org) and Mike Causley, President- M.T.

Causley LLC (mike@mtcinspectors.com) from

tkimball@ocalafl.org

IP: 216.255.240.104

07 / 21 / 2021

23:31:51 UTC-4

Viewed by Rob Batsel, Esquire (rbatsel@ocalalaw.com)

IP: 216.255.247.51

07 / 21 / 2021

23:34:26 UTC-4

Signed by Rob Batsel, Esquire (rbatsel@ocalalaw.com)

IP: 216.255.247.51

07 / 22 / 2021

08:26:14 UTC-4

Viewed by President Justin Grabelle (jgrabelle@ocalafl.org)

IP: 107.72.178.215
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07 / 22 / 2021

08:26:42 UTC-4

Signed by President Justin Grabelle (jgrabelle@ocalafl.org)

IP: 107.72.178.215

07 / 26 / 2021

09:40:40 UTC-4

Viewed by Angel Jacobs, City Clerk (ajacobs@ocalafl.org)

IP: 216.255.240.104

07 / 26 / 2021

09:40:49 UTC-4

Signed by Angel Jacobs, City Clerk (ajacobs@ocalafl.org)

IP: 216.255.240.104

07 / 26 / 2021

10:07:52 UTC-4

Viewed by Mike Causley, President- M.T. Causley LLC

(mike@mtcinspectors.com)

IP: 73.84.146.185

07 / 26 / 2021

10:12:18 UTC-4

Signed by Mike Causley, President- M.T. Causley LLC

(mike@mtcinspectors.com)

IP: 73.84.146.185

The document has been completed.07 / 26 / 2021
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