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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) & COOPERATION AGREEMENT – STUDENT 
AND EMERGING ARTIST EXHIBIT 

I. PURPOSE 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is made and entered into by and between 
the CITY OF OCALA, a Florida municipal corporation, hereinafter referred to as ("City"), FINE ARTS 
FOR OCALA, a not-for-profit corporation duly organized and authorized to doing business in the 
state of Florida hereinafter referred to as ("FAFO") (EIN# 59-1531258). 

WHEREAS, City and FAFO share mutual goals of supporting local artists gain awareness of 
local organization programs, resources, local art shows/galleries, and volunteering/internship 
opportunities; and  

WHEREAS, Parties desire to provide young artists with exposure and networking experience 
with other artists and community arts leaders; and 

WHEREAS, Parties aspire to create opportunities for young artists to gain professional 
experience and mentoring, enhance their resumes, and participate in an official juried art show.  

NOW THEREFORE, City and FAFO (collectively, the “Parties”) enter into this MOU to establish 
their mutual understanding and cooperative efforts in support of these objectives. 

II. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITY 

Under the terms of the Agreement, it is expected that the City’s role will be to: 

 Create applications for competition. 

 Process artwork submissions along with contracting with successful applicants. 

 Provide assistance with marketing via social media, digital and print advertising. 

 Issue press releases of open call, competition winners and reception. 

 Handle artist drop-off and pick-ups of artwork. 

 Install/deinstall the exhibition and create/hang labels and signage. 

 Provide ribbons and awards for winners. 

 Select outside and City jurors for competition jury. 

 Assist in the coordination of the reception and award ceremony at Ocala City Hall. 

III. RESPONSIBILITIES OF FAFO 

 Under the terms of the Agreement, it is expected that FAFO’s role will be to: 

 Provide $1,000 scholarship donation for Best of show award prize. 

 Assist with marketing and promotion of open call, exhibition, and reception/awards 
ceremony. 

 Promotion of the exhibition and coordination with art teachers, participating artists, and arts 
organizations. 

 Participate in public speaking opportunities for the exhibition and reception including 
presentation of awards. 
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 Provide planning assistance for competition exhibition and reception. 

 Assist in the coordination and set up of the reception and award ceremony at Ocala City Hall. 

 Provide FAFO member juror(s) for competition jury. 

IV. IMPLEMENTATION 

A. Funding 

Each Party shall accept full and sole responsibility for any and all expenses incurred by itself 
relating to this Agreement. 

B. Communications 

The Parties shall collaborate in the development of event programs, radio or print advertising, 
and event materials. Where relevant, branding will be accomplished in accordance with the 
Parties' respective legal, policy and procedural requirements.  

Each Party shall respect each other’s confidentiality policies, with the mutual understanding 
that the Parties intend to publicize their alliance and its objectives without disclosing any 
confidential or proprietary information of the other Party [or Parties]; but with an 
understanding that all City business must be conducted in accordance with Florida Law 
regarding public records and disclosure. 

V. PUBLIC RECORDS. FAFO shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Florida Public Records 
Act, Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. Specifically, FAFO shall:  

A. Keep and maintain public records required by the public agency to perform the service. 

B. Upon request from the public agency’s custodian of public records, provide the public agency 
with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be inspected or copied within a 
reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in Chapter 119, Florida 
Statutes, or as otherwise provided by law. 

C. Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records 
disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as authorized by law for the duration of the 
contract term and following completion of the contract if FAFO does not transfer the records 
to the public agency. 

D. Upon completion of the contract, transfer, at no cost, to the public agency all public records 
in possession of FAFO or keep and maintain public records required by the public agency to 
perform the service. If FAFO transfers all public records to the public agency upon completion 
of the contract, FAFO shall destroy any duplicate public records that are exempt or 
confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements. If FAFO keeps and 
maintains public records upon completion of the contract, FAFO shall meet all applicable 
requirements for retaining public records. All records stored electronically must be provided 
to the public agency, upon request from the public agency’s custodian of public records, in a 
format that is compatible with the information technology systems of the public agency. 

IF FAFO HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 
119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO FAFO’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC 
RECORDS RELATING TO THIS CONTRACT, CONTACT THE CUSTODIAN 
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OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT: CITY OF OCALA, OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK; 
352-629-8266; E-mail: clerk@ocalafl.gov; City Hall, 110 SE Watula 
Avenue, Ocala, FL 34471. 

VI. INDEMNITY. FAFO shall indemnify and hold harmless City and its elected officials, employees 
and volunteers against and from all damages, claims, losses, costs, and expenses, including 
reasonable attorneys’ fees, which City or its elected officials, employees or volunteers may sustain, 
or which may be asserted against City or its elected officials, employees or volunteers, arising out 
of the activities contemplated by this Agreement including, without limitation, harm or personal 
injury to third persons during the term of this Agreement to the extent attributable to the actions 
of FAFO, its agents, and employees.  

VII. NO WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY. Nothing herein is intended to waive sovereign 
immunity by the City to which sovereign immunity may be applicable, or of any rights or limits 
of liability existing under Florida Statute § 768.28. This term shall survive the termination of all 
performance or obligations under this Agreement and shall be fully binding until any proceeding 
brought under this Agreement is barred by any applicable statute of limitations.  

VIII. NOTICES. All notices, certifications or communications required by this Agreement shall be given 
in writing and shall be deemed delivered when personally served, or when received if by facsimile 
transmission with a confirming copy mailed by registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, 
return receipt requested. Notices can be concurrently delivered by e-mail. All notices shall be 
addressed to the respective parties as follows: 

 
If to FAFO:    Fine Arts For Ocala 
     Attention: Emily Andrews, President  

      P.O. Box 6229 
      Ocala, Florida 34478 
      E-mail: fafoocala@gmail.com    
     

If to City of Ocala:   Daphne M. Robinson, Esq., Contracting Officer 
     City of Ocala 
     110 SE Watula Avenue, 3rd Floor 
     Ocala, Florida 34471 
     Phone: 352-629-8343 
     E-mail: notices@ocalafl.gov 

 
Copy to:     William E. Sexton, Esq., City Attorney 

City of Ocala 
             110 SE Watula Avenue, 3rd Floor 
      Ocala, Florida 34471 
      Phone: 352-401-3972 
      E-mail: cityattorney@ocalafl.gov 

IX. COUNTERPARTS. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be an 
original and all of which shall constitute the same instrument. 
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X. ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE(S). FAFO, if and by offering an electronic signature in any form 
whatsoever, will accept and agree to be bound by said electronic signature to all terms and 
conditions of this Agreement. Further, a duplicate or copy of the Agreement that contains a 
duplicated or non-original signature will be treated the same as an original, signed copy of this 
original Agreement for all purposes.  

XI. LEGAL AUTHORITY. Each person signing this Agreement on behalf of either party individually 
warrants that he or she has full legal power to execute this Agreement on behalf of the party for 
whom he or she is signing, and to bind and obligate such party with respect to all provisions 
contained in this Agreement. 

XII. EFFECTIVE DATE, DURATION, AMENDMENTS, AND TERMINATION. This Agreement 
becomes effective on the date of the last signature of all the Parties and shall continue through 
September 2026. The Agreement shall cover operation of the 2025 Student and Emerging Artists 
Exhibits. This Agreement shall be renewed for consecutive three-year terms by processing a 
renewal addendum which shall be executed by both parties no later than twelve months prior to 
the expiration of the Agreement or prior renewal addendum.   Any other modifications to this 
Agreement must be made by written amendment. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on 
____________________________________. 

ATTEST: CITY OF OCALA 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Angel B. Jacobs 
City Clerk 

 
 
________________________________________ 
Peter Lee 
City Manager 
 

Approved as to form and legality: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
William E. Sexton, Esq. 
City Attorney 

FINE ARTS FOR OCALA 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
By: ______________________________________ 
                           (Printed Name) 
 
 
 

Title:  ____________________________________ 
                        (Title) 
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